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ROMAN COINS. 



“ Whftt I A gold coin amid tboM jewelled treurm* 

WhT tend me ■uoh a relic P ”“8o yon sajr. 

*< Good to enbaaoe eome antkjuary’a ^loaeoree ; 

Stamped for dead people in a boried day 1 ** 

Trae now, but look a little ! U one ponder 
The legend of tbia piece, its gold may shine 

With luJE^ leaving aull the Brotos of wonder 
Which 1 did lay in those dear hands of thine. 

An anceus of the Bomau empiro—See 1 

JEdirtn Anufti. 

In the first edition of tHo ‘ Catalogno of Homan, Indo-Portn^ese, and 
Ceylon Coins (1888),* I included all the types of coins of the Eoman 
Imperial Series which are contained in the Madras Museum collection, 
although the majority of the copper issuw were doubtless not dis¬ 
covered in India. In the present edition I have included only the 
coins which have boon discovered in Southern India. 

The earlieet notice, so far as I am aware, of the diwove^ of gold 
Homan coins (aurei) in the Madras Presidency, is contained in a letter 
from Mr. Alexander Davidson, formerly Governor of Afadros, dated 
July 12, 1787,* who writes as follows :—'* A peasant near Nel6r, about 
100 miloB north-west of Madras, was ploughing on the side of a stony 
craggy hill; his plough was obstructed by some brickwork ; he dug and 
disoeverod the remains of a smail Hindu temple, nndor which a little 

f ot was found with l^man coins and medals of the second century. 

to sold them as old gold, and many no doubt were melted, but the 
Nawdb Amir-ul-Uma^ recovered upwards of thirty of them. This 
happened while I was Governor, and I had the choice of two out of 
the whole. I chose an Adrian and a Faustina. Bonio of the Trajans 
were in good preservation. Many of the coins could not have been in 
oircnlation; they were all of the purest gold, and many of them as 
fresh and beautiful as if they had como from the mint but yesterday ; 
some were much defaced and perforai ed, and had probably been worn 
as ornaments on the arm, and others pending from the neck.** 

In 1800 a pot was dug up at PoMohi in the Coimbatore district, 
containing a great many coins of Augustus and Tiberius, which were 
all of the same weigld and value, each weighing 5fi grains. Concerning 
these coins Buehnnan says : * “ One of the kinds is of Augustus. Tlie 
legend round the head is cabsar avovstvs dtvi p patrr patriae, that is, 
C(e»ar Diri Filina, Pater Pairia. Above the reverse, represent¬ 

ing two persons standing with two bucklers and spears placed between 
them, the legeud is avovsti f cos dksig psinc jvvent, that w Au^ii 
Pilio, Couiule deaiynato, prineipe jureututia. Under the figures is written 
CAESARiA or Ccaaaria, at some city of which name it has been struck. 
The other coin is of the same weight, and belongs to Tiberius. The 
legend round the head is ti caesab divi avo y avgvstvs — TUcrina 


> Atiatia Jtettanhta, 1790, vot. ii, p. 8S3. 

* Jmrttejf throtigh itytvra, Canara and Maldar, ed. ii, 1870, Tol. ii, p. 81. 
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Catar iKw Augutti FiUut Auguslua. On the reverse, representing a 
person seated and holding a spear in one hand a branch in the 
ether, ia the following legend pontip maxim, or Pontifex Maximus. 

In 1806 the following five gold coins, all of different were 

found at Karur in the Coimbatore district, figured by Colonel Mackenzie, 
and described some years later by Sir Walter Elliot,*^., “ l. AVoyjrrvs 
Divt p.. with a very curious and apparently nndesonb^ reveire like a 
doff or sow, or some large quadruped with its nose to the ground and its 
tail over its back, below wmoh in the exer^o imp. x; 2. the common 
tvoe of Tiberius as Pontifex Maximus; 3. of Antoni^ WNmNXL*. 
AYOVSTAS. (Akerman, D.C.I., p. 148, No 1); 4 two ol one 

constjintijb AVGVsn (Akormon, p. 165, No. 2), and the other 
g.p.o.R.P.P. on. C.8. in an oak wreath.” ^ j nvv • 

In 1810 a pot full of well-preserved coins of Augusntf and iibenus 
was dug up at Polichi, and seven years later a silver coin of Augi^us 
was f^ in one of the old tombs called Pandu Cvh\ toother with a 
number of irregulw-shaped punch-marked Buddhist corns. 

Concerning finds of Boman coins in the Coimbatore district, Mr. E. 
Sewell says It is evident that there was at one time a very con¬ 
siderable oommeroe between the inhabitanto of this di^ot ^d the 
Romans, for there have been numerous finds of Roman ooins made here. 
Mr. Walhouse (Ind. Ant v, 237) thinks that this was in great meaa^ 
due to the beryl mine at Padiyfir in the Dhdrinu^ 'v j! 

Romans set great store by the beryl, and PUuy dwlares that the best 
beryls come from India.” On this subject the Rev. Henry Inttle • 

” He (Mr. Walhouse) says that in «io Kdngyam Uluk (nw ^h&rft- 
puram) of the Coimoatore district, at a village called P^yur, there is 
an extensive dyke of cryslalline norphyritio granite m the ff^ejss rook ; 
the dyke abounds with masses of quartz with large crystals of ^e same, 
as well as felspar, cleavelandite and garnets; the crj'stals of cleavel^- 
dite are remarkably fine, and it often occurs in lar« mowes, m the 
cavities of which the aqua marina is found in 

Walhouse gives an account of the enlargement of a weU m 17^8 and 
the discovery of these gems; also of a systematio search made by a Mr 
Heath in 1819-20, resulting in the securing of 2,196 stoneiq wMoh 
weighed 120 pounds and were wortli £1,200. Ho then adds it is 
highly probable that most of the best aqua marines of the true sea-green 
color in modem times in Europe oome from this well, and some oon- 
sideratious will now be offered endeavouring to show the probability, at 
least that its produce reached Europe in classical times and may have 

been the object of Roman barter.PUny first conjectured what 

science has proved, that it is but a variety of eme^d, and says esMoi- 
ally of it (Nat. EM., bk. xxxvii, cap. r); the best ^ryls are tho^ 
wliioh hare the greennees of pure sea water, and oome from India, eel- 
dom found elsewhere. He also remarks that they are most lustrous 
when artificially polished hexagonsUy, not being aware that they ooc^ 
in six-sided orysUls. Now whence came the aqua mannee known to 
Pliuy, and on which the Greek and Roman engravers exeyc^ thmr 
akill P In modem times the gem, hesidee oocurring in the Indian well, 

• LUU Jntifum-im lUmviu i»i Frttidtnef *f Jfwmt,, ISSl, ToL i, p. 

9 Ckrutim OtUtft Deoaoiber 1SS8, w- 34i-i. 
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has been found in America (North and South), in Siberia, ni^ at a 
few places scattered over Europe, particularly at Limoges m JJran^. 
America and Siberia may be excluded from the sources of ancient suppiy. 
The localities in Europe are in regions little known to the Komons, and 
immontioned by Pliny, who had the best means of information. It is 
unknown in Ceylon. lU ancient origin seems therefore limited, m 
P liny says it was, to Indio, and there it is only known to occur at the 
locality in Coimbatore described in this note, where moreover the gem 
is distinguished by the true sea-green color spocifietl by Pliny ; else¬ 
where it is bluish or muddy in tint. It must be added too that most 
of the finds of Roman coins have been within a radius of 30 miles of 
this well, and it has been stated to me that between that locality and 
the west coast there are plenty of Roman coins, both rilver and gold, 
owned by cultivators wlio now and then dispose of one or two of them 
when they go to sny distant place to a festival.’' 

I have been informed by hlr. Henry Sullivan, and the fact is re¬ 
corded by Mr. B. Sewell •, that when his father, Mr. John Sullivan, 
was digging the foundations of a house on the hill to the south of 
the lake at Ootacamuud, now called Bisbopsdown, about the year 18527, 
he discovered a gold Roman coin, whidi passed into the possession of Sir 
Walter Elliot; and it is noted by Mr. Sewell that in the valley behind 
llishopsdown and Ferubill, called by the native Pdnthat, are some 
ancient gold workings. 

In 1838 ail aureus of Trajan in fine preservation was picked up by 
a woman gathering sticks on the side of a stony hiU_ near the village 
of Athiral in the Ohitwail taluk of the Cuddapah district. 

Obtene .—Head of Trajan, imp. tbaiano. avo. oke. uac. p.m. tr, p. 

Rfctrte .—A soldier with a spear over his shoulder, marching to the 
right, cos. V. P.P. 8.P.Q.R. OPTIMO. P8INC. 

A solidus of Zeno was found in company with throe or four of the 
pagodas, called animilti, from their bearing the impression of an 
elephant and with several silver coins of the type figured by Prinsep 
as no. 9 of his Ceylon seriee,’ at the foot of an insulated hill in the 
Tirumangalum taluk of the Madura district in May, 1839. The 
type of the liomaii coin, which has boon pierced to be worn as an oroa- 
meut, bears the armed bust of the emperor, with i>. n. zbno. peep. avo. 
and the type of Victory holding a long cross, victoria, avo o.o. 6. In 
the exergue conob.* 

Still more recently, in June, 1840, a hoard of Roman aurei was 
discovered at the village of Barjihal, about 16 miles from Sbolapur. 
They were contained in a small earthem pot, and only eighteen were 
secured, chiefly of the reign of Sevorus, but a few ako of Antoninus, 
Commodus, Lucius Yerus, and 0eta. Drawings of a few have been seen, 
and some of these prove to he rare types, such as Severus. 

ADVENTVI. AVG. PELICI88IM0. 

PSLIC1TA8. 8ABCVLI. 

POBTVNAB. RXDTCI. 

PROviDRKTiA. Mcdusa’s head. 


* Op. oit., vo). i, p. 226. 

' Jovrn. A». Boc., 1SS7, toI. ri, p. 288, pi. 90. 

* No. 1 of Akormaa’t liei. Cot-, il, p. SSI. 
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Ond of the emperor on horseback spearing a lion appears to refer 
to a type of Commodoe (Akerman, No. 09), hut the leg^d is illegible 
in the drawing. There is also a specimen of Luoius Varus with the 
type of .iSiSOulapias, andsAi.m. avo. y. 8.P.Q.R. tb. pot. iu. oos. xt.* 

'*In the month of Key, 1842, after ahea^ fall of rain, en earthen 
pot was disooTered in a pieoe of waste land belonging to the village 
of Yellalnr, abont four imee to the east of the town of Coimbatore, 
wbioh on examination was found to be filled with silver coins. V^en 
brought to the CoUeotor, they were found to be Boman denarii, 522 
in number, chiefly of the reigns of Augustus and Tiberius, with a 
few of Caligula and Claudius. The earthen vessel in whioh they had 
lain was like the oommon terra>ootta loia of the present time. It was 
broken to pieoes in the scramble of the finders to possess themselves 
of its oontwts. Yellalur is not known to be remar^ble as a place of 
importanoe either in anedent or modem times. 

*‘Only eleven different types were found to occur in the* large 
number of coins above mentioned. 

1. Ohv*rs *.—Head of Aug^tus.184 examples. 

CABS. AVOVSTVS. DIVI. T. FATEB. PaTEXaS. 

Rmwu .—The Foatifical inatraments, and two bucklers between the 
standing figures of Oaius and Lucias. 

0. L. OABSAfilS. AVOVSTi. 7. 008. DB810. PBOTO. JWXNT. 

3. Head of Aiigustus. *., 1 example. 

AVOVSTVS. nm. 7. 

Diana Venetrix. 

1K7. Z. 

8. Head of Tiberius... .378 examples. 

TT. CAXSAR. nm. AVO. F. AVOVSTVS. 

The emperor seated in a chair. 

poimr. xAxiv. 

4. Head of Drusus senior.... 1 exatnple. 

2 «XRO. CLAvniva nnvsvs. obrbasiccs. iup. 

A triumphal arch; on the frieze, i>b. oebuaxis. 

8. Head of Germanicus (son of the above).1 example. 

GEBUANlCVa CA£S. 7.C. CASS. AVO. OXfiir. 

Head of Caligula. 

0. CASS. ATO. OBBV. P.U. TB. FOT. HI. OOa 11. 

6. Head of Agrippina.1 example. 

AOBCPPINA. MAT. OAZS. AVO. OEBM. 

Head of Caligula. 

0. CUBSAS. AVO. OKBM. P.M. TB. POT. 

7. Head of Caligula.1 example. 

0. CASS. AVO. OEBM. P.M. TB. POT. 

Badiated head between two stars. 

8. Head of Olaudias.... 1 example. 

TL CLATP. OAS8. ATO. QSBM. P.M. TB. P. 

Female seated. 

OONBTAETIAS. AVOVSTI. 


* ifwIrM /wTMi a/ Ltfeni/wrr anrf Science, 1814, vol. xiii, p. 215, 
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9. Head of Olaudiue.1 example. 

OIVV8. CLAVOI178. AVOVSTVfl. 

A oarpeatum drawn by four boraes. 

In the exergue sx. s.o. 

10. Head of Claudius ... 2 examples. 

TI. CLAVD. 0AB8A&. AVO. P.M. TJt. VI. IMP. XI. 

Victory pointiug with a ooduceus to a serpent. 

PACl. AVOVSTAE. 

11. Hoad of Claudius. ... 1 example. 

eUAVD. AVO. F.M. TR. POT. IMP. X. 

An oak wreath, within which. s.p.Q.n. r.p. ob. c.s.’'i* 

As regards the same find of coins Mr. hf. J. Walhouse says : “ This 
disoovery took place just before 1 joined the district. I took oasts of 
some of the coins, which by order of Gfovemment wore sent to Madras— 
whether there melted in the mint or reserved in the museum I know 
not. The ooins were doubtless all of well-konwa and edited typoe ; 
a short description may, however, be archssologioally interesting. Of 
the 522, there were 134 hearing the head of Augustas with inscription 
CARS. AVovsTvs. Divi. ?. PATFR. VATRiAK, On the reverse a trophy of 
arms between two standing figures, and legend c.i^ carsabis. avo>'8ti. p. 
coe. DKsio. PRiKC. j went; and 378 bore the bead of Tiberius with 
iusoription ti. caesab. divi. avo. v. avgvstvs, on the reverse the emperor 
eeatoif, with pontik. maxim. Of the remainder, two bore the head of 
Claudius and legend ti. cj.avd. cae.*jar. avo. pm. ts. vi. imp. xi, on 
the reverse a winged figure pointing witli a wand to a snake, and 
inscription paci. avovstak ; another bore the head of Claudius with 
nivvs. CLAVDivs. AVOVSTVS, on the reverse a chariot drawm by four 
horses abreast, with letters ex. s. c. There were two other types of 
Claudius, one bearing on the reverse a femalo seated, the other a wreath 
enclosing letters ; and two ooins of Caligula bearing the emperor’s head, 
on the reverse of one a head surround^ with rays. A single example 
bore a head of Augustus with avovstvs. divi. p. and on the reverse 
Diana carrying a B}>oar, accompanied by a deer or hound, and legend 
IMP. X. T^wo remaining types were indistinct, one bearing a sort of 
arch.” 

In his lUmarH ftome laUly dUeorertd Roman ^old coint (1851) 
Captain Drury says: “A most interesting discovery of a large 

quantity of ancient Roman gold ooins has lately been made in the 
neighbourhood of Cannanore on the Malabar ooast, not only remarkable 
for the numbers found (amounting to some hundreds) hut also for 
their wonderful state of preservation. Many appear almost as fresh as 
on the day they were struck—the outline of the figures is so sharp and 
distinct, and the inscriptions so clear and legible. With very few 
exceptions, they are all of gold, and of the age of Imperial Rome from 
Augustus downwards, several of them being coeval with the earliost 
days of the Christian era. From what we have been able to loam 
regarding their first appearance, it seems that a few were brought into 
the town of Calicut and offered for sale in the bazaar by some poor 
natives, who, naturally supposing from their shining appearance that 


^ Madra$ Journal of LUrraiur* and Bfioner, 1S44, toI. zni, p. SIS. 

Indian Anti^uUifr, 1876, to), t, p. S89, foob.Qo(«. 

** Journ. At. Boc., Btny., 1853, Tol. zz, pp. 871- 387. 
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they were worth perhape sorae trifle, gladly bartered them away for a 
day’s feed of rice. The corns, however, speedily found their way among 
those who were not long in estimating their re^ value, and the natives, 
finding that some importance was attached to the glittering metal, began 
to rise in their demands, and at length sold thorn for one, five, ten, and 
subeequently, for fourteen rupees the coin. The purity of the gold 
especially attracted the notice of the jewellers and the wealthier natives, 
who parohosed them for the purpose of having them melted down for 
trinkets and ornaments, and many, it is to be regretted, have been 
irretrievably lost in this way. The secrecy at first so carefully main¬ 
tained by the natives in respect to the spot whence they brought them 
rose in proportion to the eagerness with which the coins were brought 
up, and for a long time all endeavours proved fruitless in ascertaining 
the predse locality wherein they were found. It now appears that 
they were accidentally discoveied in the search for gold dust by the 
gradual clearing away of the soil on tho slope of a small hill in the 
neighbonrhood of Kottayem, a villsige about ten miles to the eastward 
of Cannanore. A brass vessel was also found, in which many of the 
coins were deposited. Fur a length of time the numbers appear to have 
been very great, audit has been stated that no less than five cooly loads 

of gold ooins were dug out of the same spot.It is 

impossible to make any correct oalculation as to the numbers which 
have actually been found, but it might be mentioned that about eighty 
or ninety have oome into the possession of His Highness the Rija of 
Travanoore. and a still greater q^ntity has been collected and preserved 
by General Cullen, Resident in ^ravancore, while even after tho lapse 
of more than a year from their first disoovery they are still procurable 
from the natives in the neighbourhood of Tellicherry and Cabcut. The 
most numerous examples which occur are those of the reign of I^berius, 
and next to that emperor, those of Nero. It is not a little remarkable 
that both among these auroi os wall as among the denarii alluded to as 
discovered at Coimbatore, 1842, the examples of coins of the Emperor 
Tiberius should in both instances have been more frequent than any 
other, although this may in some manner bo accounted for when we 
consider that the reign of Tiberius extended over a period of twenty- 
threo years—a long time In comparison with that of the other emperors 
except Augustus.” 


Tramtalion of a native ktter^ ^ewriptire of the locality^ and firei diecovery 

of the coins. 

Tellicherry^ December 16, 1850. 

“ Agreeably to my last note, I now beg to furnish you with the 
information of the discovery of gold ooins here. About three years ago 
certain Syrians residing at Ceelaloor Hashom in Falasby Ameham of 
the Ctitiaoum taluk were in the habit of collecting gold from the bed 
of the river Vanienkudavoo (by taking the sand and sifting it), which 
was between Keelaloor Doshom and Ven^ador. One day, whilst they 
were engaged in digging tho bed of tho river, a nnmber of gold coins 
were found in a part where there was a mixture of sand and m^. These 
were lying buriea in the ground, but not in a vessel. A great quantity 
was taken, but nobody knows bow many. Some suppose that these 
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inigbt have heen huried here in ha^, which have been deetrojed. At 
a distance of ten holes east of this, there is a garden belonging-to 
some low i^te |>eople who alwavs reside there. During the hot season 
there is water to a man’s depth, wliilst in the monsoon there is depth 
equal to four or five men. The stream runs through one side of the 
dry bed of the river, whilst the other is so filled up with sand that it is 
like an island. Bolow this island on the other ude there is another 
current resembling a imnall canal, which is the place whence the coins are 
taken. Certain Maplamars of Curvoye taluk, hearing of the discovery 
of gold'at this canal, proceeded thither and tried to oolleot some, and it 
is said that they also got some coins. Although what these people got 
is not so much as taken formerly by others, nobody knows what was 
the exact quantity. About the year 964 (1788 A.D.) it is supposed 
that certain Gentoo inhabitants of Coorg or Mysore were in the habit 
of trading in these parts. This being the time of war, some wealthy 
merchants might have, from oompetent reasons, oast their gold coins 
into the river. There is no story of a wealthy man having ever resided 
in any of the adjaoent villages/' 

Descbiption op ths Coins. 

Augustus bom 63 B.C., died 14 A.D.; reigned 58 years. 

1. Giivrse—AvovsTvs. nrvi. r. Head of emperor. 

Reurts —lup. xiii. Two figures, one seated. 

2. OlrwM—Head of emperor. No inscription. 

Reverts —caesa&. avqvs. Triumphal qoadriga. 

8. -AVOTSTVS. nivi. p. Bead of emperor. 

Rwtrte. ..-AVQVS.; rest illegible. Equestrian figure galloping. 

4. CAXBA&. AvavsTva nm. p. patxr. patoiax. Head of 

emperor. 

R^vorie. —avqvsti. p. oob. dzsio. peino. 

rvvsNT. L. cASSAJtis. Two figures of Oaiue and Lucius; standing 
between thorn are two shiclus on the ground. 

** The inscription on the reverse of this coin would run thus : Caiu9 
el Lueiue Ocuares, Aiigwii Gontules dengnatif principett Jurenluiie, 
Coius and Lucius were the grandsons of Augustus, upon whom was 
bestowed the title of principei jucentulu, and it was subsequently 
oonferred upon the probable successor to the throne when he first entered 
upon public life. Tacitus explains this when he says: ** Nam genitos 
Agripp&, Caium ao Lucium, in familiam Cassarum induxerat; neo dum 
Msit& puerili prmtextfi, Principe4jurentuiit appelari, destinari oonsnles,” 
Ac.,—Tao. Ann., 1, 3. See also Suet, in Aug. C^p. 64 et seqq. 
The origin of the designation * Bator Patriae ’ given to Augustus by 
universal oonsout is thus described by Suetonius (in Aug. Cap. 68). 
Valerius Messala leaving the Senate House, said * bonum faustumque 
sit tibi, domuique turn, Ceasar Auguste. Senatus te ooneentiens cum 
populo Bomano consalutat Fatrie Patrem.' 

Tiberius bom 42 B.O., died 38 A.D.; reigned 23 yean. 

6. Ohttrt*. —n. CABS. nrvi. avo. f. avotstvs. pohtip. max. Head of 
emperor. 

Figaro of Clemency; a spear in one hand and olive branch 
in the other. 
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6. OlviTH.-^rt. CAMAB. DiTi. ATO. p. AvosTTvs. Head of emperor. 

Rn>«r$*. — 1 HW 8 . atotst. Din p. Head of emperor surmounted with 

a star. The star was used as a symbol of the protection of 
heaven. 

■Claudius bom 10 B.O., died 54 A.T).; reigned 14 years. 

7. Oht$r»e. —DiTvs. olavdits avovstvs. Head of emperor. 

Revtru .— bx. ao. A triumphal quadriga. 

8. Oh>»rt9.’^n. czAvn. cabsab. avo. oerm. p.k. teib. pot. p.p. Head of 

emperor. 

AOBippUfAB. AVOVSTAB. Head of Agrippina, representing 
a young female. 

The inscsription on the obverse would run thus: * Tiberius, Claudius 
Cesar, Augustus, Genuanious, Poutifex Maximus, Trlbuniti® poteatate, 
Pater Patri©.* There were two celebrated persons bearing the name 
of Agrippina j one was nieoe of Tiberius and mother of Caligula, the 
other was mother of Nero. The image on this coin is that of the 
former. 

9. OirwAs,—Ti. ciAvn. ca^r. ato. p.k. tb. p. iv. Head of emperor. 

Aapatw.— iM. X rest illegible. A bridge, and figure seated. 

“ May not this coin commemorate the building of the celebrated 
Claudian aqueduct, which hears the emperor’s name to this day, and 
is yet in use at Rome, though partly in ruins ? 

10. Obverit. —n. clavd. ca bsar . avo. p.m. tr. p. iv. Head of emperor. 

.&rAr«A.~-8.p.Q.R. p.p. OB. 0 . 8 . The former is enoloeed in a wreath 

or garland. 

“ This would run : ‘Tiberias, Claudius, Cmsar, Augustus, Pontifex 
Maximus, Tribuniti© potestatis undecimo (anno), Imperator, Pater 
Patriff, ConsulatOs quinto (anno). Senatus, Populnsquo Romanus, 
Pater Pairi©, ob oives 8er>'ato8.‘ The device of a civic crown is very 
frequently met with. This was usually bestowed upon those wlio had 
saved the life of a Roman citisen. The senate, in bestowing honors 
upon Augustus, decreed that a civic crown should be hung from the 
top of bis house, and this honor having been assumed by the later 
emperors, a crown of oak leaves with ob eiro* terca/oa in the oentxe is 
often found on the reverse of coins in those Imperial times. 

11. OhsarH. —n. clavd. oassar. avg. obru. p.m. tr. p. Head of emperor. 

B*t9ru.~-~jaL. S.O. OB. 0 . 8 . Enclosed in wreath as above. 

“Ex Senatus consolto “ began to be invariably used on coins in the 
re^ of Augustus. A few republican ooins are found with the same 
initials. 

12. Oiwrw.—n. olavd. cabsar. avo. p.5 (. tr. p. vi. mp. xi. Head of 

emperor. 

EMvrAs—s.p.aR. p.p. OB. 0.8. Encircled with wreath. 

13. OUaru. —ti. clavd. cabsar. avo. p.m. tr. p.x. mp. p.p. Head of 

emperor. 

RwtTH .— PACT. AvovsTAS. Winged figure of Victory. 

14. OJwrr#.— TL clavd. cabsar. avo. p.k. tb. p. Head of emperor. 

PRAXTOR. RBciPT. Emblem of oouoord r^resenting two 

figoreeioininghands. ^ 
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15. Ohv«r$$.~^TL. CLAYD. OAX8AS. ATO. V.U. TB. t. tt. IKP. XT. Head of 

emperor.^ 

— sx. BBiTAsm. Trlomphal arob. Emperor mounted, vita 
trophies.'* 

** K moet interesting ooin representing the arch erected hy a deoiw of 
the Senate to the Emperor Claudius on Uio final subjugation of Britain. 
It was in the year 43 A-D. that the Emperor Claudius .sent over a large 
foroe to conquer the island, which he subsequently joined himself, 
Vespasian, auorwards emperor, being his second in command. I!his 
triumphal arch no longer exists, and, were it not for the representation 
of it on coins, we shomd have remained in ignorance of its ever having 
been ereoted. 

Caligula bom 12 A.D., died 41 A.D.; reigned 3 years 10 months. 

16. Oivtrte.-^. CASSAa. avo. obru. p.k t&. pot. Head of emperor. 

^v«rt9. —AGBippiKAX. HAT. OARS. AVO. OERM. Head of Agii^ma. ^ 

The name of C^igula never appears on his coins, and C^us is 
always expressed oy G. 

The above ooin was stmok in honor of his mother, Agrippina. 

17. OitfTM. —0. CAESAR. AVO. POK. M. Ts. POT. in. oos. III. Head of 

emperor. 

.A^errM.^—OERKAXiovs. oaes. p.o. cabs. avo. oerv. Head of Ger> 
manicus. 

A ooin struck in honor of his father, Gennanious. 

Brusus bom 38 B.C., died 8 B.C. 

18. Obverse. —n*sro. OLAmivB. drvsvs. oebu avovstvs. dcp. Head of 

Brusus. 

Kgveree. — pb oericak. Triumphal arch, surmounted with equestrian 
figure, commemorative of the victories of Brusus in Germany. 

19. Obverse. —xEuoxi. ci.ATnio. drubo. oerm. oos. pssion. Head of the 

young Drusus. 

Reeeree .— eqtestxr. oedo. pbixctpi. twest. 

" Drusus was made consul 9 B.C. The * ordo equestris * established 
123 B.C. Those who were admitted into the equestrian order enjoyed 
several privileges apart from the rest of the citizens, such as their 
distinction of seata in public assemblies, do. 

Nero horn 37 A.D., died 68 A.D.; reigned 14 years. 

20. 05rsrM.—XBRO. cabsar. avq. niP. Head of emperor. 

.£«rer«e.-»FOXTiF. max, tr. pot. iv. p.p. bz 8.o. Figure holding 

a spear. 

21. Obverse. —^kero. carsar. avo. imp. Head of emperor. 

Reverse. —PO^*TIP. max. tb. p.z. cos. ir. p.p. ex. 6.c. Armed warrior. 

22. Obverse. —^xeko. caesar. avo. imp. Head of emperor. 

Reverse. — poxnp. m.ix. tr. pot. iv. p.p. ex. s.o. Encircled in wreath. 


** Conoernin^ tbit coin Sir Edwin Arnold sayi (Indie revisited 1686, p. £60) i 
Among* the enriooi tre««are« of the Kadru Uosenm, which the Ooremor (Sir M. E. 
Great Doff) haa g^reatty developed, ie a gulden coin of Clandioe, the emperor, ctrack to 
oommemorate the conquest of Britain, and diecovered in ezearating a fonodation near 
Uadras. What obaptvs of fancy might be written abost this o«rcu«, wbiob thus 
strangely links the past and proient of England's history, and came, perhape, to India in 
the scrip of St. Thomas 1 
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28. OhvtTM. —^NBBO. CAB&AB. ATQ. IMP. Hoftd of dmperoF. 

RtttrM.—voTmjt. MAX. tr, p.y. oos. iv. p.p. bx. s.o. Armed warrior. 

24. OhvtFH .— NBRONI. CLATD. D17I. P. OAB8. AVO OBRM. IMP, TIU POT. BX. 

a.o. Encinded ia wreath. 

AOBIPP. AVO. DIVI. OLAVD. KXB0KI8. MAP. ; POSt 

illegible. Two heads, male and female. 

25. Ohttrt*. — ANTONIA A.VOV8TA. Head of Antonia. 

£swrw.—SAOBBiwa. ©ivi. avovsti. Two torches in upright position. 

“ Antonia, daughter of Idaro Antony, was born 38 B.O. and was 
married to Druaua Nero. The inscription on the reverse of this coin 
may allude to the custom of priestes^ (saoerdoUs) or flamens being 
appointed after the deification of the emperors to superintend their 
worship at Borne and elsewhere. 

Antoninus Pius bom 86 A.D., died 161 A.D. j reigned 23 years. 

26. OWstf.^ANTONiNvs. pros. Auo. OBBM. Head of emperor. 

r.M. TB. p. xviu. 006. IV. P.P. A temple. 

“ This temple may perK^ bear some allusion to that decreed by the 
senate to Antoninus’ wife, haustina, after her death. 

Additional. 


27. Okwts.—CABSAB. AVOV8TV8. DIVI. 9. PATBB. PATBIAB. Head of 

emperor. 

Ti. CABSAB. AVO. p. TB. POT. XV. Triumphal quadriga 

28. Obporto. — TL CABSAB. Divi. AVO. p. AvovsTvs. Head of emperor. 

ArsTM.—IMP. vu, TB. POT. xvii. Triumphal quadriga. 

29. 05»»rw.—n. ciuvn. oabsab avo. obbm. p.m. Head of wnperop. 

ooNSTANTiAB. AVOV8TAB. Female figiue seated. 

As regards the coins referred to above as being in the possession of 
the BAja of Travanoore, these are described by Bishop Caldwell, who 
says“ Of the coins described, all belong to the reigns of the first 
five Roman emperors. 

“ All are in good preservation with the exception of nos. 3 and 4, 
whioh are partiaUy obliterated. A duplicate of no. 10 is also consider¬ 
ably worn. Several of the coins appear as fresh as if they had but 
reoently issued from the mint. One cannot omit noticing the beauty 
of the design and execution apparent in several of them, particularly 

heads of Antooia and Agrijjpma, and the distinct and strihiug 
individuality of all the heads. ^ 

“ It would be very desirable to endeavour to ooUeot and examine the 
whole of the ooins discovered near Calicut (of whioh theee are a portion, 
and) whioh are said to have numbered several hundreds, all gold ooinsi 
and all, it is supposed, Homan imperial aurei. If this could be done| 
the number of examples of each type could be ascertained, undescribed 
t^rpes might be discovered, and a oonjeotore could be formed at what 
time, or at least, q/ler what time, the ooins were conoealed where they 
have been found. As far as appears at present, they may have been 
oonoealed about A.D. 70. If an opinion can be formed from the worn 
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Or fresh appearance of the ooiiis, as compared irith their earlier or later 
date, and the absence of all coins later tiian the reign of Nero, it would 
appear that they could not have remained in circulation after A.D. 7U 
eud probably not ao long. 

** From the conquest of Egypt by the Bomans about B.C. 30 till the 
decline of their power, lioiuau merchants traded exttnsively with 
Indio, and e«i>eciaUy with the towns on the ^lalabar coast, to whicii 
they learned to sail direct with the monsoon from the ports of the Bed 
Sea. 

“ Having few oororaodlities that would be considered valuable in 
India to exchange for silks and muslins, gems and epioes, ivory and 
steel, they wore obliged to pay for the greater part of their purchases 
in specie. Bomon coins were in con8e<}ueuce introduced into India s<» 
plentifully (hat they appear to have formed part of the ordinary 
currency of the country, and oN'en the ttcunc ot the Roman Dctturtus 
has survived to our own day in that of the ludiuti I}in<ir. 

** The beauty of the Roman coins, as eom{)ared with those of the 
Hindu princes, contributed to their diffusion throughout all parts of 
India, and was, perhajje, the principal cause of their preservation. The 
ordinary Hindu coins were without hesitation broken up to be made 
into jewellery, but the Roman coins must have been considered by 
many as jewels in themselves and curefully preserved accordingly. 

'*A8the coins in question were di6covere<l in the interior of the 
country (it is said in the bed of a riverl, it appears improbable that the 
persons who concealed them were themselves Roniau merchants; but 
they may have been native agents of the Roman merchants, or persons 
extensively engaged in trade at the time the Uomous maintains their 
intercourse with ludia. 

** Money and valuables were concealed on emergencies of various 
kinds, but especially on the breaking out of war between two neigh* 
bouring princes. Only one or two persons would be acquainted with the 
place of conoealment, and, if it happened that they were killed iu the 
war, or through the continuance of hostilities unablo to return to the 
plac^ their-secret died with them, and it W'as reserved for well-diggers 
or miners, for the action of rain, or changes iu the course of rivers, to 
bring the hidden wealth to light.** 

The following coins are described by Bishop Caldwell;— 

No. I.—Coin of the Emperor Augustus. 

Oirtrte .— avovstvs. divi. p. Head of Augustus, crowned with laurel. 

jup. XI. Diana Tenetrix; a ligure of the goddess Diana, 
represented as a koutross. 

No. II.—Coin of Drusus senior, step-son of Augustus. 

Ohcfrte.^KEtLo. CLAvnivs. navsvs. gsruaxiccs. imp. Head of Drusus 
crowned with laurel. 

Herertf. —us. obrmaxis. A triumphal arch decked with military 
trophies, on which stands an equestrian figure of Drusus. 


>* [ have seen an aureus on the neok of a cooly voman, who wm cazr^Hnif a port- 
jnanteau op the Hhevaroy hill fhit. jinef. 


S 
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No. III.—C(^ of Gaius, grandson and adopted heir of Atignsfoe. 

ATOvarrvs. nm. v. Head of Augustna, crowned with laurel. 
Ji ^ r $ t .^ c . O AK SA K . AVOTen. T. An equestrian figure of Caius, the 
horse at full speed; inlantrj standards in the background. 


No. IT.—Coin of Gains, referred to aboTe, ond his youngor brother 
Lucias, grandsons and adopted heirs of Augustus. 

OImti^.x-caesar. avovstvs. nm. r. rAxsa. patrias. Head of Augus¬ 
tus, crowned with laurel. 

JR4vt> M.—Standing figures of Csius and Lucius, each holding a shield 
and spear, with sacerdotal instniznents in the background. Under 
the figures, an. gabsares; over avovsti. r. ooa nssio. prix. jtvent. 


No. T.—Coin of Tiberias. 

Obvmt .^ n . QABSAB. Dm. avo. p. avovstts. Head of Tiberiiia 

Din. f. ditts. atovst. Head of Augustus, surmounted with 

a star. 


No. VI.—Coin of Tiberius. 

Ojrrrrs.— Ti. oabsar. Dm. avo. p, avovstvs. Head of Tiberius- 

KAXisc. A sitting figure of the emperor, holding in 
one hand a staff, in the other a branrii. ^ 


No. Til.—Coin of Caligula. 


OJssw.—c. CAESAB. AVO. OBBM. p.M. TR. POT. Head of Caligula, 
laurel wreath. * ’ 

•fiwwrss.—HjBBMAXicrs. cabs, p.a cars. avo. obrsi. Head 
eon of Hruaus and Antonia, and father of the Empero 


of Germanious, 
* Culigula. 


No. Tm. Coin of Antonia, wife of Drusas, grandmother of the 
±*mperor Caligula, and mother of the Emperor Claudius. 

OJesTM.—AXTOxiA AVOVSTA. Head of Antonia. 

Eseww.— SAGRBDOS. Dm. AVOvsTf. Two torches. 


No. LSL—Coin of Antonia. 

(Me^ARTOKiA. AVOVSTA. Head of Antonia, crowned with a cereal 

J2rtvr«.-oo.v!irAOTiAB. avotsti. A standing female figure, emblematio 
of Constancy, leaning on a staff and holding a oornuS^i wematio 


No. X.—Coin of Claudius. 

Oir<rw.—rr. clavd. caesab. avo. p.k. tr. p. im 
crowned with laurel. 

Home, on the tribunaiof wSriSglglJt 


Head of Claudius, 


KOMA^ OOlKf. 




No. XI —Coin of Claudiua. 

Oht$ri9. — n. OLAVD. cASSAn. avo. p.m. m p. iux. Head of Claudiuo, 
crowned with laurel. 

Beceru. —PACT, avovstae. A figure of Victory with • caducous, beforo 
whom a serpent is retreating. 

No. XII.—Coin of Claudius. 

OhftTf *.— n. CLAVD. CAESAK. AVO- P.K. TB. P. VI. IXP. XI. Heofi O# 
Claudius, crowned with laurel. 

OOKSTASTiAX. avovstl A sitting female figura 

No. Xllt*'*-—Coin of Claudios. 

Ohrertf. —Ti. ctAVD. car«ar. avo. p.m. tb. p.x. imp. p.p. Head of 
Clniidius, crowned with laurel 

—S.P.Q.2L p.p. OB. C.S. A wreath of oak leaves (the civic crown). 

No. XIV —Coin of Agrippina, wife of the Emperor Claodins. 

Ohreru. —AORimxjB. avovstae. Head of Agrippina. 

—TI. CL.VVD. CAES.VR. AVO. OKAU. P.X. TBIB. POT. P.P. Head of 
Claudius, with the usual wTeath. 

No. XV.—Coin of Nero. 

OhttrtP. —XEROXi. CLAVOio. DKVSO. OBBX. COS. DBSiox. Youthful head 

of Nero. 

Rtteru. —KQBSTEB. ORDO. PBixcTPi. JVVEXT. A shield. 

No. XVr,— Coin of Nero. 

Ol/cerse. —xbro. claud. cabs, dbvsvs. qebx. pbikc. rwEXT. Youthful 
bend of Nen>. 

M tnnt, —SACSRD. coopt. IX. OUXL COXL. SVPBAXVX. EX. 8.0. ** The lituus, 
tripod, and other sacerdotal instruments. 

No. XVII.—Coin of Claudius, struck after his death. 

Ohterte. —oivvs. ctJtvDivs. avot8t\' 8. Heed of Claudius. 

Rtvtrte. —EX. s.c. A carpentum drawn by four horses. 

No. XVIII.—Coin of Noro and his mother, Agrippina. 

Ohvtr »«— KERO. CLAVn. DITI. F. CAESAR. AVO. GERM. ULP. TB. P. 008. 

Heads of Nero and Agrippina. 

Bereru. —aorippa. avo. mvi. clavd. neroxts. caes. vateb. A car 
drawn by four elephants, in which are seated two soldiers, one of 
whom has his helmet elevated on the point of his spear. 


” Another coin In the oollection eiiniltr to Ibii one, bat of different mintage, haa or 
thoobrrrMTl. Cf.ATD. CASBAK. AVO. P.B. TK. P.X. IMP. P.P. 

* There are six coins in the colteution to this, but varying from the XI 

XVT vesr of TribunitUn power. 

'Tbem is another com siDulsr to this in the oollection, but stm^ apporently from 
different die. 

** •• Admitted SB snpeniamorsry prieit into every college b}* decree of tbe Ssnate." 
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No. XiX.—Coin of Nero. 

OhMnf. — TTBso. cuBSAK. AVo. zup. Head of Nen>, wtthcnt the nsnal 
laurel wreath. 

Mseert *.—A cereal wreath, within which sx. B.C. ; round the margin 
foxnr. iulX. tr. r. yi. cos. im. p.p. 

No. XX”.—Coin of Nero. 

XESO. OAS8.UI. AVG. IMP. Head of Nero withcmt a wreath. 

Jler4r»t. —pontip. max. tb. p. vii. p.p. ooa. mi. p.p. "Rgniw of a 
Roman soldier, holding in his bands auine land of orb, surrounded 
with a flat rim. 


No. XXI.—Coin of Nero. 

Oittru . —^n:IU>. oaesar. apo. imp. Head of Nero without a wreath. 

—poTnr. max- tb. p. vii. cos. im. p.p. Acroee the coin sx. 
s. 0 . A female figure resting on a long-jointed staff or 8|>ear-&halt, 
bedding in her right hand throe darts. 

No. XXII.-COT 0 of Nero. 

OhrerM. —5icso. cabsar. avo. imp. Head of Nero, without a wreath. 

Jifteru.^WitnT. max, tr. p. viii. cos. nil. p.p, Aertnis the coin ex. 
8 a A standing figure of a soldior leaning on his spear. 

** The next important discovery of gold coins, ** Dr. Bidie writes,** 
** took place in the hfadura district in a piece of waste land near the 
village of Oaliempootoor in the Ijeinpully talnk in the year 1856. ** 
Two tank-diggers, while excavating brick-eartb there, came upon an 
earthen pot, about the size of a mango, oontaining 63 emus of the 
Roman eiuperore. Tbe pot was fouQcl about 1| feet below the surface 
of tbe ground and near the bank of the river Shuomoogum Noddy, 
which is adjacent to the boundaiy of the Madura and CoimbRtoi*e 
districts. Before the authorities ^came aware of the discovery, 6 of 
the coins were made away with by the finders. The Gh>vernment then 
directed that the whole of the remaining 57 should be purchased and 
sent to Madras, but only 28 were ultimately received, the remainder 
having been sold or lo^t in the Mndiira district. This is much to be 
regretted, as it is not improbable that, amongst those which were kept 
back, there may have b^n coins of dynasties not represented in the 
mnseom. The Madura coins form the oliief portion of the Roman series 
in the museum.’' Concerning this series, J^. Bidie writes farther: ** 
** The whole of the (gold) Roman ooins in the museum belong to the 


Tbwe i* A coin simiUr to this in tbe collection, bat ttrodt, •pparentlj', vbon 
Tribnne for the tenth time, and from on improved die. 

CKtato^oA of Ooifu in the Muecuta, 1874. 

*■ ** About the eemo time thrve wiuherwomen of Kornr, while Merobior for Fullar’e 
earth, cnme upon a large ahatt; containing tone huiKlreds, if not thoueunu, of dtnorii. 
Thote w(^ five or oix Uodnu meoearee of them, 'i'bey wereeold to Cbettiuifor half their 
weight ia rupoee, and the flndere have Ixtoght themeelvce land and huUl good housee with 
the pirooeoda. I cannot bear Uuta aingle dMe^uM remeined nnmelied. My infomant 
believei that m'lct of theoi were like an Augnatua 1 ahowed h)ni.*'~The itev. Ueary 
Lilllv, .Vadroa ChrUlitH CdU-j* JtfoyaiiM, Decomher 1883, p. 838. 

« l.c. 
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Imperial 9eri6* ond extond from Drusus (B.O, 8) to CommoduA, who 
a>oeiidod the throne 180 A.D. The following is a liet of the emperor®, 
eto., to whose reig^ the ooins belong :— 


Drusus, senior 
(consul) .. 
Tiberius 
Caligula 
Claudius 
Nero 


— 8 B.O. 
M--S7 A.X). 
87--41 „ 

41—54 ,, 
54—68 „ 


Domitian 
Nerra 
Trajan 
H aarian 
Coiumodus 


.. 96—98 

.. 98—117 

.. 117-138 
.. 180—193 


“ It will be observed that there are two breaks in the series, ti*., from 
68 to 81 A.P., and again from 138 to 180 A.D. On the whole, however, 
we have reason to be thankful for those rare and interesting records of 
the post, and it is quite witliiu the range of possibiUty that the gaps 
may, in the course of time, be duly fillw up by future finds of biaden 
treasure. As the collection stands even now, it looks so complete that 
one might almost suppose the ooins had been earned to the blast in the 
cabinet of some anoiont coin collector, instead of having been intro* 
duoed for purpose of commerce. It is to he regretted that there ore no 
coins of the emperors who succeeded Commodus, and reigned until the 
upper empire ceased and the anarchy of the thirty tyrants began.’* 


In 1878 a find of Roman coins was made near Karur in the Coim* 
hatore district, oonoerning which the liev. Henry Little writes as 
follows “ “ One afternoon last August (1882), while busy in my study, 
a native friend entered and placed on my table six small pieces of flat 
metal, almost round and a little larger than four-anna pieces, very black- 
looking, and much covered with earthy matter. To the inquiry what 
are these, an answer to the etfoot that they might be old Indian coins 
was returned, and then other matters were talked about. During this 
oonversation one of the pieces of medal was rubbed quite mechanically 
a few times over the cloth on the table, and, when my eye next fell upon 
it, in silvery sheen and in somewhat antique Roman obaraoters, there 

appeared to my astonished gaze the letters font .max. 1 at once 

saw that the black lum{>6 in my band were Roman coins, and when 
they had been cleaned by acid and * the image and superscription * 
brought out, there was no further room for doubt. 1 learnt that a soucar 
had about a hundred of these coins, and arrangements were made to 
obtain possession of them as expeditiously as possible. It seems they 
were dug up by a famine cooly in 1878 while engaged in deepening a 
water-course near Karur in the Coimbatore district, and that there 
were about (>00 of them in an earthen pot. Two-thirds were melted to 
make bangles, and what fell to me was the remainder. 

“h£y Homan coins are silver dtiianiy the New Testament pt'nny. 
For five centuries after the founding of Rome, that is up to the thiid 
oentury B.C., the Bomans had copper money only. Jn 269 B.O. 
silver ooins were struck, and during the ascendency of Julius Csesar a 
gold coinage was iutroduoed, the commonest piece being the aureus, 
equal to 25 denarii. The weight of the denarius varied. In the time 
of Aiigtistus 84 were struck for a Roman pound, making each coin to be 
about 60 grains. Several of those in my possession are about 58 grains 


Uadnu ChrUticH C‘>lltyf October, 1883. 
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in showing tliat the lapse of time has told very little n^n 

them, and with respect to other matters the same remark applies. The 
letters of the iosoriptioiis are clear and the ' image * of the emperors is 
▼erj bold and distinct, suggostiug the inference that soon after they 
left the mint these coins were buried, and so sntfered little loss by 
passing: frequently from hand to hand. 

“ Twenty‘Seven of the coins belong to the reign of Augustus, and 
ninety to that of Tiberias. Although all the former commemorate the 
same event, they aro not all from one die. On the obverse of those 
coins is a laureate hea^l of Augustus, facing to the right, and beginning 
from the right-hand side of the bust the insoription runs as follows 
OAESAS. AVGVsrvs. otvi. F. FATBK. PATRIAE. On the leverso side stand 
two draped figures, each grasping a shisld and spear which are grounded 
between them. Above tlie shields are a li(uu« or divining rod and a 
n'mpulum or small vessel tor pouring libations of wine to the gods, which 
from its small sise gave risato the proverbarcitorc fi-ictns in i.e., 

* much ado about nothing.* Below the figure we read c. t. caksakks., 
and following on from the right avqvsti, p. cos. dbsiqn. princ. 

JVVE.VT. 

On the second coin we have a laureate head of Tiberius facing to 
the right with the following insoription:—ri. caesar. divi. avo. f. 

AvoTSTVs. Oil the reverse side of the coin we have a female 

figure seated on a chair of state. In her right liand is a spear, and the 
left holds a branch; the inscription is fontif. maxim., an abbreviation 
of Pontifex Maximus.** 

In 1889 * I received a letter from the Collector of the Kistna district, 
informing me that treasure, consisting of fifteen gold coins of tho 
Roman Empire, had been found by a native, while he was digging 
in the old furt of Yinukonda, and that, os he concealed them instead 
of making them over to the nearest authority, they had h»>come 
forfeit. The whole v>f this valuable treasure is now deptusitKl in the 
Madras Museum, and oonsUts of au-rei of Tiberius, Ye-^pasion, 
Domitian, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, Faustina sen., Marcus Aurelius, 
Commodus, and Carocalla. One point of interest is that the majority 
are of types which have not been recorded in the previous finds in 
South India. Though many of the coins are bent, and some are 
perforate, as if they had b^n worn as ornaments, all are in a good 
state of preservation. 

Yinukonda is reputed to be the spot where Rima heard the news of 
the rape of his wife Sita, and the locmity abounds with Hindu remains 
of groat antiquity. 

The following is a description of the coins 

Tiberius. 

1. 0}cier4«.‘~Ti. CAESAS. DIVI. ATQ. F. AvovsTvs. Laureate head of the 

eoiperor r. 

Rev 0 rt$. —FONTIF. maxim. Yesta seated r., a spear in r. hand, branch 
in I. 

2. The same ae No. 1. 


* This ftceeant is rspriatsd from my origiaal &ot« in tho Jonmal of the Numismotio 
S^oiocy of London. 
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VospaAian. 


3. TBSPASiAWS. avo .... Laureate head ef the emperor r. 

JUttrM.—A. bull r., with head lowered and toil ereet. In exergue 
Xlll. 


Domitian. 


4. Oivtru . —noMiTiAXva. AVOTSTra. Laureate head of the emperor r. 

JUetru .—OERMANicrs .... Minerva r.» with a shield on 1. arm. 
raised to throw a spear. 

Hadrian. 

3. OirsrM.—HAD. avovstvs. Head of the emperor r. 

iir. p.r. Tlio emperor on horseback r., holding spear 
brought to the charge in r. hand. 

6. OhKtrK .— .Liiureata heud of the emperor r. 

ADVBXTvfi]. AVQ. APiucAE. Two tigurcs sacridcing at an 

altar. 

7. OJwsA— ANT0Ni.yv8. AVo. PIV8. p.p. Tft. p. xxn. Laureate head of 

the emperor r. 

Reter $$.— voTA. sol. drcexx. II. The emperor reiled, standing 1. 
over an altar, on which he is pouring a ubatioo. in the exergue 
008 . 111 . ® 

8. 06rsrw.—AJfXONixvs. avo. pivs. p.p. te. p. xiir. Head of the em¬ 

peror r. 

iJa/r/'w.—LAETtriA. cos. iiii. Two female figurea standing, one hold¬ 
ing com, the othor a globe. 

9. Oirtfrstf.—AXTO.VTXV8. avo. pivs. p.p. tk, p. xvt. Laureate head of 

th»* emporor r. 

.RswrAtf,—COB. nil. Emperor standing 1., holding in r. hand globe, 
and sceptre in 1. ^ 

Faustina Senior. 

10. Oirma.—DIVA, av.pavstista. Heed of the empress r., with 

hair braided. 

.TAs. AVO. Female figure standing 1. before an altar. 

11. OhMTU , —DIVA. AVOVSTA. FAVSTI.VA Head of the empress r. 

Jltttru . —ABTERXiTAS. Female figure standing, facing L, a globe in 

r. hand, and occptre in 1. ^ 


Harcus Aurelius. 

12. Oisarrs.— AVRELivs. cabsak. avo. pii. til. Head of the emperor 1. 
lltrwu. —TB. POT. VI. cos. u. Miuerva standing 1., with Victorv in 

her extended r. hand. ^ 

13. OJrrt-w.— IMP. CAES-EL. AifTONiNvs. AVO. Head of the empfpor r 

. . . C08DIAE, AV0V8T0R. TR. p. XVI. The cmperop and 
Lucius Verus facing each other, with r. hands joined. In the 
exergue cos. iii. 

Commodus. 

14. Ohvnu.—L. AEL. AVEBL. COMM. AVO. p. PEL. Laureate head of the 

emperor. 
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Caracalla. 

15. pits. avq. bbit. Laureaio head of the em¬ 

peror t. 

sBoyaiTATi. FBRPBTTAB. Female figure Seated on a throne, 
her r. arm supported on the back of the throne, and head resting 
on r. hand; sceptre in the 1. hand. 

In 1891* a find of silver Roman coins {dennril) was made in the 
Tillage of Vellalur, in the Coimbatore district by some natives, when 
taking out earth for a wall from some waste laud. At the same village 
an earthen pot was discovered after a heavy fall of rain in 1842, 
which was found to contain 522 denarii, most of which were, as in 
the present instance, coins of the reigns of Augustus and Tiberius. 
The majority of the ooioa described in the present note belong to the 
same types as those w'hioh were found at vellalur in 1842, and at 
Cannanore, and comprise issues of Augustus, Tiberius, Nero Drusus 
Antonio, Caligula, Claudius, Nero and Agrippina. 

The following is a description of the coins> 

Augustus. 

1. Ohter$$.^xyQWTva niYi p. I.<aureate bead of Augustus r. 

Beofru. —IMP. znii in the exergue. A PartliUo or (iermun present¬ 
ing a oluld to the emperor seated on a curule chair. 

1 specimen. 

2. Oheru. — cabsae avovstvs nm p. patsb patkiab. Laureate head 

of A ugustus r. 

AVQvsn f cos. drsio. prtxc. itvknt. Caius and Lucius 
Ctesar stoning, each boldiug a shield and spear, c. l. caBsaess 
in the exergue. 

188 specimens* 

Tiberius. 

» 

S. Ohertf.—ri. cabsab diti avq. f. avovstvs. Laureate head of 
Tiberius r. 

POSTiF. MAXIM. Ltvia seated r, holding spear and branch. 

328 82>edm6ns. 


4. Ohv 0 r$x— . Laureate head of Tiberius r. 

BecerM .—. Diws avo .... Head of Augustus r. 

1 specimen. 


Nero Brnsns. 

5. 0(r«rM.^[NEBO olavdivs oebmaniovs imp.] Laureate head of 
Drusus r. 

Bmfru .—Equestrian statue on a triumphal arch between two 
trophies, db obem. on the frieze of the arch. 

2 specimens. 


• This aooooot is rsprioUd from ny origins! note in the Journal of the Nomismstio 
Society of London. 
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6. OJwfW.—SB1«> OLAVDTV8 [oBRMXxicvR iMp]. Head of DrUBUfl 1. 
JZtfeww.— »s obbkan[»]. Trophy of arms. 

1 specimen. 


Autonia. 


7. 


Ohrer$ 9 .— aittokia avovsta. Head of Antonia r. 

[SACERDOS] BIVI A-vovari. Two torches united by garland 

and bands. 

2 specimens. 


Caligula and Augustus. 

8. OSr^w.—o. CAi». Avo. OBBV. p.H. TR.P. Head of Caligula p. 

Head of Augustus, with radiate crown, r., between 

stars. 


3 specimens. 


two 


Caligula and Agrippna. 

8. Ohvtru. —c. 0AE8AB AVO. oBRU. p.K. TB. POT. Laureate head of Cali* 

gula r. r-r 3 e A • ‘ 

AOEIPPIKAB MAT. CAES, AVO. GERM. Head of Agnppma p. 
4 spedmona. 


Caligula and Gormanicus. 

10. OtPSTM.—0. OAE8AR [avo. OBRM.] P.M. TR. POT. 
Caligula r. 

£^^m,^ok&wa:7Icvs. cabs. p.c. cabs. avo. 
Qermaoicus r. 

1 specimen. 


Laureate head of 
[osrm]. Head of 


Claudius. 

11. Obttnt.—n. OLAV [d] caesab avo. p.m. tb pot. . . . Laoreate 

head of Claudius r. , i v ^ x 

S 494 ru. _Equestrian statue on a triumphal arch between two 

trophies. x>b bbitahn. on the frieze of the arch. 

1 specimen. 

12. Ohvtru. _n. clatd. caesab avo. p.m. tb. p. . . . Laureate head 

of (haudius r. 

8.P. Q.B. p.p. OB. 0.8. Within a wreath. 

3 specimens. 

13. OhvfTM. _Ti. CLAVD. CABSAB Avo. . . . Laureate head of Claudius r. 

.Ramtss.—B x e.c. OB. cives szrvatos within a wreath. 

1 spocimon. 

14. Oirerw.—Ti. ciAvn. caesab avo . .. Laureate head of Claudius r. 
;?*rrr#s.—[ prartob. BKCKiT.] Claudius giving his right hand to 

soldiers" holding standard and shield. 

I specimen. 
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15. Ohurt*. —[ti. OLAm oassab ayo. b.m. tr. f.] Laoreate head of 

Claadiae r. 

>ooir8TAN[TiAS ATOTsn.] Female figure seated in chair. 

1 specimen. 

16 . Oivmt. —Ti. OLAYD. CAB8AR AYO.Laureate bead of Claudiusr. 

Saotru.-^VAai AYOYSTAS. Yiotozy pointing with caducous to a- 

serpent. 

S specimens. 

17. nma OLATOTYS fAYOYSTYsJ. Laureate head of Claudixis 1. 

£ever$4.’^lBi. 8.O.] CarpMtum drawn by fo\ur horses. 

2 specimens. 

Claudius and Agrippina. 

16. OSrsrM.*~>Ti. CLAYX). oabsah AYO. oebk. [p.x. tbib. pot]. Laureate 

head of Claudius r. 

R$9*rH. —[AaKiPp}x5A£ AYOYSTAS. Head of Agrippina r. 

2 specimens 

Nero. 

19. Ohvtrt». —[KEROin} clatdio dbtso qe&m. [oos. ossiom.] Head of 

young Were r. 

JZspsTM.—SQYSSTS& o&DO PBiKClPi rYvBNT. inscribed on a shield. 

Nero and Agrippina. 

20. 0hwr9«. —5SBO oiAvn. nm . . . Heads of Nero and Agrippina r. 

Aet) 0 ri».—AOBIPPZ5A ayo. siyi .... ksboxis. Car drawn by four 

^ephants, in which are seated two soldiers, one of whom 
carries his helmet on the point of bis spear, sx s.o. in field. 

1 specimen. 

“On the 17ih April 1891, Mr. Kaile, Bailway Storekeeper, while 
superintending the construction of a rite for store sidings of the new 
railway to Hindupur, between the Southern Mabratta BaUway and 
the village of Yeswantpur, 3} miles from the Bangalore City Station, 
in the Mysore Province, came across an earthen pot feet below 
ground, containing 183 Boman silrer coins (denarii) in a good state 
of preservation, r^resenting ten Tarietiee, ranging in date between 
23 B.C. to 51 A.D. This find, brought to light by the lahoureria 
pickaxe, is beliered to be the first within the territories of Mysore. 

“It is difficult to conjeotnre how the coins were deposited in 
Mysore, unless they were brought there by some Persian horse dealers. 
A circumstance that gives rise to this supposition may be mentioned 
here, and that is that one of the coins hears the Persian word Karkh 
scratched on it. This is the name of a town in the west of Persia, which 
appears to have been built about the eighth century by Marufi Karkhi, 
eu eminent leader of the Sufi sect. The coin on which the word Karkh 
is scratched has the figure of a horse on the reverse, and the word is 
scratched beneath the figure of the horse, so that it may fairly ho con¬ 
jectured the word was scratched by a Persian as a means of identifii- 
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and they mar Have been buried for eafetj in the troublous times 
that ^eo existed, and it is probable that the owner may hare died 
euddenlj, or bare bnen killed, without disclosing the eeoret of where 
his hoe^ lay hidden. It is also possible that the coins may hare 
formed a portion of some loot, and have been hidden away, and the 
thief not aole to go back to the place where he had deposited them.** 

*'lt is also possible that the coins may bare been brought across the 
Indian Ocean oy merchant traders direct from the Hed Sea, as after 
£)gypt bad been oonquored in the rcira of Augustus, a narigator 
more renturesome than the others, strn^ boldly across the imknown 
expanse of waters, and reached the Halahar ooast, tfaiis opening the 
way for the despatch annually of a fleet of over one himd^d rcssels 
between the ports of the Bed Sea and the Western Coast of India. 
The coins have been carefully and fully described by Mr. Lewis Bice, 
the Director of Arohsotogiou Besearch^ in Mysore, and the following 
Is a description of them:— 


I. Augustus. 

0bv4TU .—Legend auottstus. cm. p. Head of Augustus to right. 
RfctrM .—Bull charging to right with head down and tail orer back. 
In tho exergue Imp. x. 

OhvwM .—Hoad of Augustus to right, laureate. Legend oaxsak. 

AUOUBTOS. P. PATBR. TUrl. PaTBU. 

ifMrtffM.—Cains and Lucius standing front, with spears and bucklers 
between them. lyegend a OAPSAass. ▲uonan p. ooa. 
DRSin. PRINC. JUrXNT. 

Head of Augxutus to right, laureate, with legend AUOxrsTCS 
nrvi. p. 

OAKS, abore horseman at full gallop, with infantry stan¬ 
dards behind; below is aco., the rest illegible. Beneath 
the horseman is scratched in Persian characters the word 
Karkh. 

Oh'^9 *.—Head of aucustus to right, laureate. I.egend oabsab. 
ACOCSTUS. nin. p. patkb fatbiab. 

Rittru .—Head of tibeuics to right, with legend TX. oaxsab. ado. p. 
TB. POT. 


Antonia. 

Ohv«r»$. —Head of ajctokia with wreath to right. Legend aittokia 

ACOrSTA. 

Rec»rt«. —Two upright torches connected with a fillet, with legend 
SACEBDOa. niTI. AVOVSTl. 

Tiberius. 

Ohvtrte. —Head of ttbebitts laureate to right. Legend tt. cazsab. 
nivi. ADO. p. 

R^teru .—Yosta sealed on a square stool right, with spear in right hand 
and olive branoh to left. Legend foxtip. maxim. 

Caligula. 

Oieertf. —n**ad of c\ltoct.a. laureate to right, with legend c. caxbab 
ACO. 0£8M. r.M. TR. POT. 
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Amrte .—^Head of auoustvs laureate to right with legend tftrut. Arv, 

PATER. PATRIAE. 


Claudias. 

Ohm *.—Head of CLAxmius to right, with legend Ti. clauD CaesaS. 
AVG. CmSf. P.M. TB. POT. 

jRw«r$«. —EX. 8.0. OB. 0IVJB8. eERVATOB, withiD a wreath of ot4c leavee. 

Oheru .—Head ot Claudius, laureate to right, with legend ti. cum 
0AB8AR. AUG. GEIUT. P.U. TB. P. 

JUv4rw. —Con 8 tanc 7 seated to left with footstool, raising right hand. 
Legend ooxstantia augcsti. 

Obi ^M .—Head of Claudius, laureate to right, ti. olad. oaesar. aug. p.m. 
TK. P. VI. IMP. XJ. 

—^Winged female figure of Victory (?) standing to right; 
raising occklace with right hand, and holding out cadu> 
oeus with left towards a eerpent wluch is guding away. 
Legend paci. aug. 

As r^ards the discovery of Roman copper coins in Southern India, 
Mr. Sewell says: ^ A number of coins of all ages have been found aE 
the ‘ Seven Pagodas ’ (Mahabalipuram), amongst others, Roman, Cbineee 
and Persian. A Roman coin damag^, but believed to be of Theo¬ 
dosius (A.D. 393), formed part of Colonel Mackenzie’s coUection.’' 
The reading «ven by Prinsep ^ of the latter coin, which was found 
at the Seven Pagodas together with several others bearing the same 
device, but of smaller size, is:— 

Ohttru .—.... D 081 U 8 . p.p.... Head with star on the right. 

Raeme-^LOBiA. roicakobum. Three figures standing, armed with 
8X>ears. 

After describing ^ the finds of Roman gold coins as affording test!' 
mony of the frequent intercourse of Roman traders with the Indian 
Ooean, Sir Walter Elliot goes on to say: ** Still more decisive proof ia 
supplied by the ezistenoe of great numbers of Roman ooins occurring 
with Chinese and Arabian pieces along the Coromandel coast. The 
Roman specimens are ohieffy oboli, much effaced, but among them 1 
have fotmd the epigraphs of Yalentinian, Theodosius, and Eudoda. 
These are found, after every high wind, not in one or two places, hut 
at frequent intervals, indicating an extensive commerce between China 
and the Red Sea, of which the Coromandel coast seems to have been the 
emporium. The western traders must either have circumnavigated 
Ceylon or come through the Fdmban passage, probably by the Utter 
way, but in either case must have communicated freely wim Ceylon.’* 
Fuiiher, Sir Walter Elliot says elsewhere ^ on the same subject: 
** Along the Coromandel coast, from Nellore as far sooth as Cuddalore 
and Pondioher^, a class of thin copper di^stmek coins, which, 
although not directly oonnected with the Andhra type, may be 
appropriately considered next. They are found in oonriderable 
numbers in or near dunes and sand-knolls in the vicinity of thekupama 


*• Op. cit., Tol. i, p. ICO. 

” JoT'm. A*. 5frr., Bemj., 1832. toL i, p. 406, pi. x, 6g. 46. 

*• M. Ant. 1878. Tul. i{. p. 242. 

'* JiTumtirmfii Orient. CoiuB of Soathein Indin, 1886, p. 36. 
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or fiehing hamleta tliat stud the shore, together with Roman oboli, 
perforate Chinese ooins, bits of lead and other metal, beads, fragmenta 
of charcoal, &o. 

** These are collected by the wives and children of the fishermen 
after gales of wind or heavy rains, and purchased from them by the 
itinerant pedlars, oalled Tjabie and Merkayars, in exchange for useful 
necessaries, by whom they are sold to braziers and coppersmiths. The 
discovery of articles of this description in such locahries indicates the 
existence of a considerable maritime trade in former times, probably 
dating the first four or five centuries of the Christian era. 

llie Roman coins are all of tlie smallest value, and are generally 
worn smooth, but on two or three the names of Valentinian and 
Rudocia hare been read.” It is much to be regretted that these coins 
arc nearly alwn}ra so worn that it is impossible to decipher their 
legend, and this is notably the case with the coins which are found, from 
time to time, in the Madura district. As regards this district, Mr. Sewell 
says: Mr. Scott, Pleader in the Distrid; Court of Madura, is in posses¬ 

sion of a very fine collection of ancient coins, mostly found at Madura 

.The coUectiun includes a large number of Itoman copper coins 

(among which I noticed coins of lionorius and Aroadius), lound in 
the bed of tbo river Vigai, as well os a Chinese coin from the same plaoe. 
The discovery of so matiy copper coins of the Homan empire seems to 
argue the existence at Madura of a Roman colony at one period. If 
the coins were merely gold or silver, the discovery would not be so 
significant.” 

To the Rev. Z. £. Tracy I am indebted for the following list of 
Roman coins in his cabinet, which were collected in the Madura 
district. 

Aureus of Domitian. 

OhverM. —Laureate head of emperor r. oerhanio jhp. oaks, dohiti. 

AKVS Atro. 

Beverte. —Helmeted head of emperor r. r.h.t.r, pot. m. imp. v. ooa 
X. P.P. 

Aureus of Theodosius. 

Head of emperor, with the legend of his names and titles. 

- Standing figures of the two sons of the emperor, and the 
legend salvs. reu'vbijcas. In the exergue oonos. 

Found in the Tirumaugalam taluk. 

Aureus of Constans II ? 

Found in the Tirumangalam taluk. 

Copper coins of Theodosius, Honorius (?) and Anastasius, and 
several other copper Roman coins with indistinct legends from Madura. 

Two Roman copper coins were sent in 1888 to the Madras Museum 
from Kilokarai, on the Madura coast, where they were found by 
Mr. J. P. James, Port officer, together with a largo number of Bud¬ 
dhist, Ohola, P&ndyan, and other coins. Both coins are very much 
worn, and the legends on the obverse are entirely illegible. One bears 
on the obverse the head of some emperor, and on the reverse a cross 


** op. oil., to!, i, pp. 28^ and S81. 
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within a oirole; while the other bears on the obverse the head of an 
emperor (Decentius or Julianiis II ?), and on the reverse vot. xv. mult. 
XX. in four lines within a laurel wreath fastened above with a drcolar 
ornament 

A.a regards the question how the Rontan coins were originally 
brought to ludia, I may with advantage quote oxtraots from the artiole 
by Captain Drury to which I have alreaxly referred. ** Wo will now/' 
he says, ** oonsider, in a brief and somewhat imperfect sketch, to what 
extent and in what manner the Roman trade first arose and was subse¬ 
quently carried on with the oountries of tlie Kast, and more especially 
w'ith that part of India, to which we would more exclusively refer, the 
hlalahar coast, and also what degree of information the Romans actually 
possessed of this part of the oountiy, and what kind of commodities 
were chiefly sought for their luxury or use. 

Previous to their conquest of Egypt, the Romans derived the 
henefita of Eastern commerce indirectly from the merchants of that 
country, who, under the re^ of Alexander and the Ptolemies, mono¬ 
polised the entire trade of India and the adjacent oountries. Besides 
this route, the articles of Indian produce and manufacture were im])orted 
in0 Europe by a longer and more tedious way than that of the Red Sea. 
Being brought in vessels up the Persian Gulf and Euphrates, they w'ere 
conveyed thence across land to Palmyra, then the grand emporium of 
Eastern oommeroe, and which, in its central poeitioo, heoame an impor¬ 
tant place from its flourishing and prosperous trade. Emm Falm^a 
the goods were carried to the differeut ports of Syria, and thence dis¬ 
tributed to the various oountries bordering on the Mediterranean Sea. 
At last the Komans, haTiog suMectod Oreeoe and Syria to their sway 
and overoome the Republic of Cubage, made a descent upon Egypt, 
which soon yielded to the force of their arms, and from this time that 
rich and oelebrated country was transformed into a Roman Province. 
This happened during the reign of Augustus, and about thirty years 
before the birth of Chmt. 

** From this time we may oonclude that all direct intercourse of the 
Bomaus with the East commenced.** 

“They followed up their victories with that characteristic energy for 
an increased trade winch they ever displayed after the subjection of a 


^ Jevrn, A». Beng., 1851, tc^ zx, pp. 87<i-380. 

** Dr. G. Oppert writes (Xadrnt Journ^ of LiUralur* afi<i Seioiut, 1879, TOl. xziw, 
pp. 909-S10) : *' The more the eomraereo looreMed between India and the RoxTian Empire, 
the greater progreei wae alio made in the art of narigation. The Weetem trade was 
viewed in India with favorable eyes, and the oocasional nabaeues wluoh were sent from 
India to Homan emperora show this fact plainlr. Thna we bear of Indian envoys writh 
preoioos preeente being eent to Anguitoe, Clandina, Antoninae Pine, end Jolianne. 

“ With respect to the knowledge euaoeming India, ii is certain tl^t the antbor of the 
Poriploe (Marie Erythrmi) did not doable Cape Comorin, bnt Plinim was aeqaainted with 
the Eoromaodel Coatt, and Ptolemy's knowledge embraced Bormah and even China. 
This oonntry wae vieited by a Greek merchant Alexaadroe, who stopped at Kanton. 
Uarkianos <x Beraklea and Antniaoaa UaroeUinne provide on these points still more 
ecenrate eoooimU. W» may, ^liapi, be allowed to call Kaostathmoe (Keraoi), Theo- 
phila (Soradara) in Gnjarat, Bjsantiom on the Malabar coast and other plsoee Grecian 
ooloniee. 

“ Ae long as Rome was the sole capital of the empire, Indian goods went from Alex¬ 
andria mainly to Rome t bnt when the empire became divided, Bytantlum, or ae it is now 
called Constantinopolis, participated in t^ receipt of the Eastern articles. Among the 
merchants who met in Alexandria, many Biodue were to be foosd, thoogh the statne of 
the river.god Indas in that town wae probably the gift of a Greek and not of a Hiudo. 
The presence of Brahmans is even repoiied fram Coostaatinople.” 



ROMAN nOINf. 


31 


loroi;^ people, and the glorione prospeot of an nndinded command of 
the Eastern trade added an unusual degree of vigour to their subse¬ 
quent prooeedingB. 

“ Although the occupation of Egypt by the Homans offered them 
a far greater facility of oommunioating with India, yet their progress 
in this respect appears to have been slow aud gradual, Augustus pro^ 
bnbly being more desirous of firmly establishing bis authority in that 
country tlian extending bis views to the conquest of remoter landsl 
No expedition to the countries bordering on the Hed Sea appears to 
have been meditated till some seventy or eighty years after the 
Egyptian conquest. During all this time the trsde had been carried 
on by Greek or Egyptian vessels. Without venturing far to sea, the 
commanders of these ships, starting from the port of Berenice (uhich 
still retains its ancient name), were in the habit of creeping slowly along 
the Arabian coast up the Persian Gulfj and never, perhaps, reaching 
farther than the mouths of the Indus, till at lost a certain commander 
more venturesome than his predecessors, boldly pushed across the ooean, 
and, favored by the monsoon, safely reached the port of Musiiis on the 
hfalabar ooost." This successful voyage was but the prelude to other 
more fortunate enterprises, and so rapid became the increase of com¬ 
munication that not long afterwards a fleet of one hundred and twenty 
sail was annually wafted by tbo assistance of the monsoon ftom the 
Red Sea to the coast of Malubar, from which time a regular trade was 
established between the x>prts of Egypt and the Bed Sea and those 
of the western coast of India. 

“ From the death of Augustus to the elevation of Trajan to the 
imperial throne, no important additions had been made to the limits 
of the empire with the exception of Britain. Trajan soon began to 
entertain the idea of carrj'ing the Homan arms to the East, and, circnm- 
navigating the coa^t of Arabia, vainly hoped at length to reach the 
slioree of India; but the expedition was so far unsucoessfnl, and, the 
death of that emperor soon after taking place, the project was entirely 
abandoned by his successor Ila'lrion. 

“ The attempt of Trajan, who died 117 A.D., was never repeated by 
his successors, nor does there appear to have been any fresh acquisition 
made to the knowledge hitherto obtained of the western part of India 
until the reigu of Justinian, when, owing to the increase of the silk 
trade, the rival power of the Persians sprang up. The empire was even 
then in its decline, and the traffic, and, consequently, the dominion 
over tliese seas being successfully disputed by a maritime people, the 
Bomans were soon compelled to share, aud finally to abandon, the 
profits of their commercial dealings with India, which had hitherto been 
crowned with such advantage and success. 

“ Even the information which the most celebrated writers of the 
first and second centuries had obtained of India was most inaocorate 


It ii not exactly known whore the preoont puoition of Hooirio li^ or eroo of Bum«, 
another port which woo not for from it. Kolertboa, adopting the opinion of Major BenneU, 
ia indined to fix them both between the modem tewno of Ooe and TeUicharry, relying oo 
a remark of Pliny that '* they were not far diotant from Cottonarm, a ooontry where 
io piodaoel in great abondonoe’*. In this ease Uaroee might he Barooor, oa generally 
oappoeed, and Uosiris in all probability klangalore. 
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and imperfect, and 8tral)0, Ptolemy, Pliny, and others ** equally ao- 
knowledge and regret the scanty roatorials which they possess^ regard* 
ing the true position and places of the Indian continent; yet Cape 
Comorin was even then oelA^rated for its pearl-fisheries, and Ceylon, 
discovered under the reign of the Emperor Uiaudias, had already sent 
an embassy to Rome. 

“ It is most probable that the Homans never exerted themselves to 
penetrate to any great distanoe for the oommoditiee they procured from 
the East, being oontented to carry on their trade at those markets on the 
Malabar coast which were eosieet of access and sufiioient for the pur* 
poses required. One or moro ports, such as Muiiris or Barace, were most 
likely the chosen spots to which were ^tbcred the neoeesary products 
of the Indian countries from whatever side they were brought, and from 
thence they were shipped to Egypt, any thence to the shores of Italy. 
MerchaodiM was also conveyed, and, perhaps, still more freqaently than 
by sea, across the country, enriohing several towns and cities on the 
route which became the emporia of such oommercial goods as wero 
despatched from the eastern to the western ooast. 

** Thus the modem town of Arambooly, called Argpuropolis by the 
Greeks, was oelebrated in those days for its extent and for the busy 
trade carried on there. Ptolemy also and Pliny mention Kotar or 
Nagerooil under the namee of Cottiara and Cottora metropolis ; while 
the Greek and Egyptian mariners, being afraid of doubling Cape 
Comorin," used to find a safe anchorage for their vessels in the litUe 
harbours of Covalum aud Coloohull to the northern part of that cape, 
and whioh were called iu those days—the former Colis or Oolias and 
the latter Cojaci. 

“ The chief articles of export from India during the tine of the 
oocupation of Egypt by the Homans were spicM of various kinds, 
diamonds and other precious stones, ivory, pearls, silk, Ac., the latter 
probably brought from China only. Cinnamon was perhaps more 
extensively imported from Arabia or the eastern coast of Africa, in 


** ** Th* principBl rlaitnctJ works which spesk of India inoladt^ 


Diodonut^icttliis .. nrwi 8 A.D. 

Btrabo .. .. .. .. .. eirt* 28 „ 

Pliny .. .. eirra 77 » 

Foripins hTaris Btythrad .. perAapt 81- 28 „ 

Ptok^y.. .. ptrAapt lS8-iet „ 

Arrian . pfrAapi 160-160 » 

PaTuaniat. perAapt 168-lM „ 

Btrdasancs .n'rra S14 „ 

^Uan .. . . .. cirea 226 „ 


Pion Chr^’socfom and Flntarch (abooi 100 A.D.) also refer to India, and the Indian 
embaancs are doscrihOfl by Btniho, Suetonius, Dion ('s«ins. and PUny; but with the exoep* 
tion, perhspe, of Pliny, the Homnn historians ercoi to have had very liUle original iafonoa- 
tion aa to the far East.” 0. Keignier Conder, B.E., Spruin Slant lart, 1886, p. 231. 

** “It (Chpe Comorin) is called Koinaria Akron, Cape Komaria, by I^lemy, and 
Konarei or simply Komar by the anther of the Peri|jlns. IIib lattur nys: “ After Bakare 
eecurs the nonntain culled ryrrhoe (or tbe Krd) towards the south, near another district 
oftheeoontiy, called ParaUa (where tha nwrl-fisherics are, which belong to king Pandion) 
and a dty of the name of Kolkhoi. In this tract the first place met with is cnllod J^ita, 
which has a good harbour and a village on its shore. Next to this is another place 
called Komar, where is tbe cape of the same name and a haven.”—Bishop Caldwell’s 
Bwtery ^iWaevat/y, 1681, p. 19. 

Mr. Soott sugeets that the Pyrrhos of the anthor of the Psriplns is probably 
Tricheagode, “ Tm sen kodo,” the boly red point ex mountain. 
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allasiOQ to whioli « mcdem writor b&a renarked that the aeapoit of 
Aden was in those days used by the Komans as an entrepdt for the mer- 
ohandise passing from India to Egypt. That BeajMrt was apparently 
the same place which Ptolemy nani^ ' Arabico emporium,’ and ue author 
o£ the Periplus tells us that a little before bis time it was destroyed by 
the Uoraaos; but it is to be presumed that the Aonans followed up 
their victory by occupation, for the position assigned in the Periplus to 
Arabia F^iz, together with the principle that it » naturo which chiefly 
dotermines the site of a great maritime emporium, proves that the place 
in question was no other than Aden, which in the fifth century was the 
Eoraan emporium of the Indian trade.” Pepper was entirely supplied 
from the Malabar coast, aud laigo quantities were shipped every season 
for the markets at Homo, whore it was esteemed one of the greatest 
luxuries of the day. When Alorio was besieging Homo in the fifth 
eentury and oondcsccnded to acoent a ransom for the city, he expressly 
stipulated for the deliverance 'of 3,000 lb. of pepper,’ so much value 
was attached to that commodity. All sorts of precious stones w'ero 
eagerly sought after by the wealthier inhabitants, though it is singular 
that the Homans set a higher value on pearls than they did on diamonds. 
The former wore procured os at the present day near Ceylon and Cape 
Comorin, and the mines at Sumbhalapura, in Bengal, are probably tne 
same which yielded their treasures for the Homan merchants some 
twenty centuries ago. Lastly, ivory, ebony, and a few commodities of 
minor importance completed the list of useful or luxurious articles 
which were transmitted from this country. 

“ From the above brief sketch of the oommunication which tho Ho¬ 
mans bad with the western ooast of India and the enumeration of the 
chief artu-lea of oommeroe, which attracted their merchants hither for 
the purposes of trade, wo have little occasion to be siU7>risod at the 
disoovery of such coins as have from time to time been found in this 
country. Tho great difficulty lice in determining by whom and how 
they were actumly brought here, and how many centuries may have 
passed away since they w*ere either lost or deporitod in those spots 
whence they are now taken. Tho oldest coins in the preacni colle^on 
are those of Augustus, and the latest those of Antoninus Pius, embra¬ 
cing a period of about ono'hundred and forty years. We must, there¬ 
fore, oonclude tW they were all brought here subsequent to, or during 
the reign of, the last-mentioned emperor, while the very remarkable 
state of preservatiou in which they exist would load us to suppose that 
they had never been in extensive circulation or use previously. It can 
be no matter of surprise that no other memorials of those timee are 
found u|)on this coast, such as buildings, &o., for the ancients obtained 
no footing in the coautry, hut merely come and rotumed with their 
ships laden with merchandise. 

“ In the absence of all direct teetimony as to the probable fact of 
these coins having been conveyed bore by the Romo-Eg^qilian tradera, 
there is another supporition, worthy of taking into consideration, 
whether they may not nave been brought here by those Jewish refugees, 
who, emigrating from Palestine about the year 63 A.D., ^read them¬ 
selves over this part of the continent at that early period. That country 
was then a llcman province, and, consequently, Roman money was 

6 
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there in oirculatioD. At that time ten thousand Jews with their 
families oame and settled on the coast of Malabar, and dispersed them¬ 
selves in various plaoee, chiefly on the sea ooajst. Now, supposing 
several emigrations of the kind to have suoceedod each other and taken 
place during the third and fourth centuries (Palestine did not cease to 
oe a Homan province until the beginning of the seventh century), it is 
not unlikely that these coins may have been brought by them, and 
either from suffering persecution or oppression at the hands of tlie 
natives, they may Imve buried these treasures for greater security or 
oonoeabnent; but besides the Jews, the Nestorian Christians may have 
been instrumental in convering foreira coins to these oountries. In 
485 A.D., they obtained a footing in Persia, whence they nnread into 
almost every country of the Hast; hut I do not consider this theory 
entitled to so much consideration from the fact of tho coins being found 
in greater numbers on or near to the sea coast, on which acoount it 
would assuredly he more plausible to support the idea of their having 
been brought by the Homans from Egypt, or the Jews from Palestine, 
presaming the latter people in their emigration came either by way of 
the Hed Sea or the iWsian Gulf.” 
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CATALOGUE 

OF 

ROMAN COINS IN THE MADRAS MUSEUM 

FOUND IN SOUTHERN INDIA. 


Ko. 

Met*]. 

1 Obv. 

Bev. 



AUGUSTUS. 

1 

Ar. 

CAFB.VR. ATOV8TV8. DTVI. F. 
FAtER. PATRIAE. liRiireate 

head of Augustus r. 

ATOYSTI. P. COS. SESrO. FRINO 

lYVEET. CaiuB and Lucius 
Ceosar standing, each hold* 
ing a spear. Aboro a 
eapeduneula and liiutu and 
buckler resting on the- 
ground. O-l. oabsares ia 
the exergue. 

2 

»» 

ti 

1 II 

3 


it 

>1 

4 

»» 

ir 

** 

6 

>» 

CAESAR. AV0V8TT8. Head of 1 
Auguatus r. 

1 *» 

6 

n 

ft 

j 

7 

1 

>> 

AVQvsTvs. DiTi. F. LatiToato 
head of Augtistus r. 

A Parthian or German pre¬ 
senting a child to the Em¬ 
peror seated on a curule 
chair, tup. xiii in the 



1 

exergue. 



TIBERIUS. 

8 

Au. 1 

TI. OAESAR. Om. AVO. P. ATO- 
TSTVB. Laureate head of 
Tiberius r. 

poirrzp. UAxnc. Vesta seated 
r, a spear in r. hand, 
branch in 1. 

9 


ti 

it 

10 

it 

tt 

It 
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KOMAir com. 


Ko. 


ObT. 

B«t. 



TIBER1T7S— 

11 

Au. 

n. CAS&IR. X>m. ATO. V. AYO* 
vnvs. Laureate head of 
Tiberius r. 

poKTip. KAZfv. Vesta seated 
r, a spoor in r. hand, 
branch in 1. 

12 

Ar. 

n 

tt 

13 

)} 

n 

tt 

14 

1* 

n 

tt 

15 

M 

n 

tt 

16 

Au. 

CASSAU. AVOVSTV8. ©tVI. P. 

PATER. PATRTAB. Laureate 
bead of Tiberius r. 

TI. CAP.SAR. A tri- 

umphal quadriga ; horses 
walking r. 

17 

n 

TI. CAESAR. DIVl. ATO. F. 

ATOTSTTB. liSureato head 
of Tiberius r. 

Dm. ATO.Dm. p. 

Laureate head r. 

18 

Ar. ' 



Tiberius r. 

Head of Augustus r. 



NERO DEU8US. 

19 

Au. 

KERO. OLATD. CABS. DRTSTS. 

OBRK . Hood of 

Dru»u8 ). 

[saCBRD]. ODOPT. IK. OMH.OOKD. 
sTp. KTK. In the centre 
the four instruments of 
sacrifice, Tis., timptUum, 
iriput, ///was, and pottra. 

20 

it 

1 

inZRO. CLATO. DRV8V8. GEEK* 
pRiKC. ITTENT. Head of 
Lrueus 1. 

tt 

21 

it 

KEBO. CLATDirS. DBTSVS. OER- 
UAKiCTS. lup. Laureate 
head of Drusus 1. 

Triumphal arch surmounted 
by two human figures 
seated and an equestrian r. 
holding spear ; horse pranc¬ 
ing. Over the crown of 
the arch db. 

22 

tt 


Trophy, consisting of a 
standard, two shields 

crossed, and arrows. 

. Round the mai^n, between 
the rays of the trophy db. 

, OERXAKIS. 

QERMAKicvs. IVT. Lau¬ 
reate head of Drusus 1. 
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Ho. 

Mei&l. 

Obr. 

Bot. 



N£RO DBTJSUS-~«on^. 

23 

Ar. 

[JTERO. CLAVDIVa. ORRHAKIOVS. 
imp]. Laureate head of 
Lrueus r. 

Squeetrian statue on a trium* 

1 phal arch between two 
trophicB. SR. OERM. on 
the frieze of the arch. 

24 

*» 

ft 

ft 

25 

' »» 

KBBO. OLAyOIVa. [OERM- 

AN 1 CV 8 . IMP.]. Bead of 
LruBue 1. ' 

SB. GERMAN [is]. Trophy of 
arms. 



AJJTONIA. 

26 

Au. 

[antokia]. AvovaxA. Head 
of AutODiA, crowned with 
a cereal wreath. 

CONS [tantiab] AXOVSTI. a 
standing female figure, 
emblematic of Constancy, 
leaning on a staff and 
holding a cornucopia. 

27 

At. 

AlfTONIA. AV0V8TA. Head of 

Antonia r. 

[SACBRSOS]. niVT. AVOVSTT. 

Two torches united by gar- 
laud and bands. 

28 

ft 

it 

ft 



CALIGULA AND AUGUSTUS. 

29 

At. 

0. CARS. ATO. OBRM. P V. TR. 
p. Head of Caligula r. 

Head of Augustus, with 
radiate crown, between two 
stars. 

1 

30 

ft 


»• 

31 

tf 


tt 



CALIGULA AND AGKIPPINA. 

32 

ft 

0. 0AR8A11. AVO. OERM. P.W. 
TB. POT. Laureate head of 
Caligula r. 

AORIPPINAB. MAT. CABS. ATO. 

os&M. Head of Agrippina 
r. 

33 

ft 


tt 

84 

»» 

It 

It 

86 

1 »» 

1 

It 

» 
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CLAUDIUS— ficnt. 

Ar. XT. CLATS. OAS8AR. AVO. fX. B.O, OB. OTTBf. aBBTATOI. 

Laureate head of Claudius within a wreath (the «>rww 

futrcta). 

»» M [ practor]. rsobpt. Clau¬ 

dius ginuf? his right hand to 
soldiers holding standard 
and shield. 


.. . • Laureate head ooNsrANfTran]. atotsti. 

of Claudius r. Female figure seated. 


CLAUDIUS AND DEUSUS. 


Au. I TX. OLATD. 0AS8AB. ATQ. OEBM. [ KERO. OLAVD. CAES. DRVSys. 
p.M. TR. . .. . Laureate j oerm. pkino. irvEKT. Head 
head of Claudius r. 


of Drusus 1. 


CLAUDIUS AND AQEIPPINA. 

TI. CLATD. CAESAR. ATO. GERM. AORIPFIKAE. AyaVSTAl. Head 
p.M. TRIE. POT. p.p. Lau> of Agrippina r. 
reate head of Claudius r. 


NERO. 


Au. KERO. cAsaAR. Ayo. IMP. Head poktif. max. tb. p. yn. oos. 
of Nero r. lit. p.p. Draped figure of 

Ceres 1. £x. s.o. in field. 


POKTIP. MAX. TR. . . . EX. S.O. 
within a wreath (the ccretia 
jutrfiM). 


POKTIP. MAX. TR. P. n. P.P. 
EX. S.O. within a wreath. 


611 


but TR. p. VL ooa im. 
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Ko. 

M«U1. 

Obr. 

^ SeT. 



NEBO— oont. 

62 

Au. 

NIRO. OASAAR. AYQ. IMP. Head 

ol Nero r. 

PONTIP. MAX. TR. P. Tm. 008. 
iiii. p.p. Figure r. with 
clothea deaoonding to the 
knees ; belmet on head ; 
1. knee bent aud support¬ 
ing a globe (?) held in the 
bands, sx. B.o. in the 
field. 

63 

>» 

» 

»» 

64 

»> 

» 

tt 

65 

rt 

>1 

PORTir. MAX .A figure 1, 

clothed: helmet on head, 
and wearing winged san¬ 
dals ; r. knee bont; foot 
resting on pedestal; r. hand 
holding quirer ; L l^nd 
grasping apear. 

66 

At. 

[NtBOSn*). OLATDIO. PBy«0. 

OKRM. ..... Hoad of youDg 

Nero r. 

Eoybster. oedo. prixcipi. 
ZTTUifT. inscribed on a 
shield. 



NERO AND AGRIPPINA. 

67 

tp 


AGRIPPINA. AVO. DIVI. 

Heads of Kero aud Agrip¬ 
pina r. 

NERoNis. Car drawn by four 
elephants, in which are 
seated two soldiers, one of 
whom carries his helmet on 
the end of his spear. 



VESPASIAN. 

68 

Au. 

▼KSPAStANVS. ATO .Lau 

reato bead of Voepaaian r. 

Bull r, with head lowered and 
tail erect, imp. xui. in the 
exergue. 


1 

DOinXlAN. 

69 


IMP. CASS. S01irn.lNV8. ATQ. 

p.M. Laureate bead of 
Domitian r. 

JVPPfTBR. OOR8ZBYATOR. 

Eagle on perch, with ex¬ 
tended wings. 




Z>0MtT. AVOVSTA. IMP. DOMIT. 

Hoad of Domitian ; back 
hair in plaits and tied in 
long-loo]:^ knots; shoul¬ 
ders draped. 
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No. 

Metal. 

Ob». j 

E<t. 



DOMITIAN— 

70 

Au. 

IMP. OAEfl. OOMIT. ArO. OBRM. 

p.M. Laixreate 

head of Domitian r. 

IMP. . . . Boated nude fi^ro 
of Jupiter. 

71 

tt 

IMP. OABB. DOMITIAWfl. AOO. 
p.M. Laureate head of 
Domitian r. 

TR. POT. zr. 008. Tin. DBS. Z. 
p.p. Standing figure of 
Domitian r., draped as 
hfars, with shield on 1. 
arm, and throwing javelin 
with r. hand. 

72 

1 

tt 

IMP. CABS. Z>OMIT. ATO. OBRM. 
P.M. TR. p.r. Laureate 
head of Domitiaa r. 

IMP. XI. ‘oos. zn. , . p.p. The 
em]Mror standing 1., robed 
as Jupiter. 

73 


SOMITIAXTS. A70V8TV8. OBR- 

MAATcvs. Laureate head of 
Domitiaa r. 

008. xzn. LTD, 8,60. PBCIT. 

' Balio priest standing 1.. 
with in r. hand and 

sacred shield on 1. arm. 

74 

>> 

DOXmANTB. ATOTSTVS. LrU* 

' reate head of Domitiaa r. 

OBRMAKicTS.Hlnerva 

r. with shield on 1. arm 
raised to throw a spear. 



NEEVA. 

76 

II 

IMP. NEHTA. CAEfl. AVO. P.M. 
TR. POT. Laureate bmd of 
Nerva r. 

cos. nr. PATER. PATRIAX. A 
small vessel, a torch, a 
vaso'lihe vessel, and the 
lituu*. 

761 

II 

IMP. NEBPA. CABS. APO. P.M. 
TR. p. COS. 11. p. p. LaU' 
reate head of Nerva r. 

OOXOORDIA BXZBCnTTM* TwO 
hands joined and holding 
a military ensign crowned 
with an eagle. The foot 
of the ensign rests on the 
prow of a vessel.^ 



TBAJAN. 

76 

II 

IMP. TRAIAKO. ATO. OER. DAC. 
P.M. TR. p. Laureate head 
of Trajan r. 

oos. T. p.p. 8.P.Q.B. OPTIMO. 
PBiNO. A full length fig^e 
K, draped ; holding a palm 
leaf (1*^ in r. hand and sj[>ear 
iu I. 


e 
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No. ICetoL 




HADRIAN. 

IMP. OASSAR. TRAIAX. UACRI* 
Axvs. Avo. Laureate head 
of lladrian x. 

cos. III. Draped fi^re 1. 
bolding ? in r. hand. 

HAD. ... AvovsTv^ Head of 
Hadriao r. 

.. 8. III. P.P. The emperor 
on horseback r. holding 
spear brought to tiie charge 
in r. hand. 

Hadrian r. 

ADVKSTVl. ATO. AP&ICAS. 

The emperor clothed, in 
toga, with r. hand raised 
towards a female figure, 
with trunk of elephant on. 
bead, and eacrificing at a 
tripod. 

ANTONINUS PIUS. 

Ajrrownm, avo. pm. p.p.tr. 
p. xui. Laureate head of 
Antoninua r. 

VOTA. SOL. DEOEKN. IT. The 
Emperor veiled, standing 1. 
over an altar, on which be 
is pouring out a libation, 
cos. ni in the exergue. 

ANT0Nnr\'8. AVO. P1V8. P.P. TH. 

p. xm. Head of Antoni¬ 
nus r. 

LASTITTA. cos. 111. TwO 

female figures standing, one 
holding com, the other a 
globe. 

ANTOmXVB. AVO. PITS. P.P. TR. 

p. XVI. Laureate head of 
Antoninus r. 

008 . III. Emperor standing I. 
holding in r. hand glouc, 
and sceptre in 1. 

FAUSTINA SENIOR. 

DIVA. AV. .... PAV8TINA. 

Head of Faustina r. with 
hair braided. 

. . . . TAB. AVO. Female 
figure standing 1. before an 
altar. 

DIVA. AVOVeXA. PAVSnXA. 

Head of Faustina r. 

AETERNXTAS. Female figtiro 
standing, facing 1., holding 
paUra and hatia. 

MARCUS AURELIUS. 

AVREtIVS. CABAIR. AVO. PIT. 

piL. Head of Aurelius L 

i 

TS. POT. n. cos. n. hFinerva 
standing 1. with victory in 
her extended r. hand. 
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No. 

XeUl. 

( 

Ohr. 

1 

j Hot. 



MAECUS AOTELIUS— 

86 

Au. 

DfP. CAES. EL. ANTOXI- 

Kvs. Avo. Head of Aurelius 
L 

1 [oo.x] OORDIAB. AVOVSTOa. TR. 

1 p. XTj. The Emperor and 

1 Ludus Yorus fHcaog each 

1 other, ^ith r. hands joined. 

1 coa. ui. in the exergue. 



OOUMODU8. 

87 

1 

i 

L. AEL. ATREf. OOMV. AVO. T.r. 

.... Iiaureate head of Com-, 
modus boarded r. , 

1 

Av. ni. II. Figure of 

Minerva (?) 1. holding spear 
in r. hand, and a small 
figure in 1. 

88 

>» 

L. AEL. AVSEL. COlUI. ATO. T. 
FEL. I^oreato head of i 

Clommodus r. 

LIB. AVO. r.jf. TR. p. xni. coa. 
vii. p.p. Figure of liberty 
standing 1. with stuff in 1. 
hand and cap of liberty in 
r. hand. 

89 

II 


iiEacvLi. R03£Axo. AVO. Com- 
' modus as Hercules, stand¬ 
ing naked 1. having a dub 
on hia left arm, and a lion’s 
skin pendent from the arm ; 
hia nght hand is resting 
on a tropliy of arms, which 
stands at the right of the 
field. 



1 

CAEACALLA. 

90 

II 

AXTOXIXVS. PITS. AVO. BRIT. 

Iduureato head ofCaracalla 
r. 

aECvaiTATt. PKRPETVAE. Fe¬ 
male figure seated on a 
throne, r. arm supported on 
the back of the tnrone, and 
head resting on r. hand ; 
soeptre in the 1. hand. 



UNCERTAIN EMPERORS. 

91 

Ae. 

Head of emperor r. 

A cross within a cirde. 

92 

! 

Head of emperor r. 

1 

Inscription vot. xv. iirLT. xx. 
in four lines, within a lau¬ 
rel wreath, fastened alcove 
With a circular ornament 
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SOME TYPES OF TITLES 

ON TUB 


ROMAN COINS IN THE MADRAS MDSEUM. 


Title*. 

RemerMs. 

ATO. pn. ra.. 

Atigosti Pii Filius. Oa a gold coin 
of Marcus Auiolius. 

BEIT. 

Britannicus. On a gold coin of Cara- 
calla. 

eos. DBSIO. 

Consul deaignalus (Consul ©lecjt). On 

a silver coin of Augustus. 

Die. 

Dacicus. On a gold coin of Trajan, 
who assumed tlie surname after 
his conquest of the Dacians. 

DITA. AV0V8TA- 

On a gold coin of Faustina. 

©m. ATO. V. 

Divi Augusti Filius. On a gold coin 
of Tiberiua 

©m. F. 

Divi Filiua 

»1VT». 1 


OEBMANIOTS. i 

On a gold coin of Nero Drusus, who 
was styled Qermaniens from his 
victories over the Germans. The 
surname was assumed by many of 
thesulwequent emperor8.(Caligula, 
Nero, etc.). 

FATBR. FATRIAl. 


P.C. 

Proconsul. On a gold coin of Cali* 
gula and Germanious. 

r. FBI*. 

Pius Felix. On a gold coin of Com* 
modus. 

F M. TB POT. X. IMP. P.P. 

Pontifex Maximxrs, Tribunitia Potes- 
tate X, Imperator, Pater Patriio. 

P.P. 

Pater Patriss. 
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roNTiF. MAX. Fontifez Uoximus. 

PONTZF. KAZIM. ,f n 

PRAXTOR. RRcaPT. pMBtorianie rsoeptis. Oa a gold 

coin of Claudius. 

pRnrc. ITVX 5 T. Princeps Juventutis. On a •ilver 

coin of Augustas, and gold coin of 
Nero Drusus. 

8 A 0 BRDO 8 . ©ivi. ATOVSTi. On a ailTOT coin of Antonia. 
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ROMAN OOINS. 


SOME OF THE LEGENDS 

ON TOZ 

KOMAN COINS IN THE MADRAS MUSEUM. 


Leigendt. 

Bomsrks. 

ADVSNTVI. AVO. APaiOAS. 

On a gold coin of Hadrian. 

ASTXBNITAS. 

On a gold coin of Faustina. 

AOKIFPINAS. AVO. 

On a gold coin of Claudius and 


Agrippina. 

AORZPPIKAX. MAT. CAES. 

Agrippioce Katri Ctnsaris. On a 


silver coin of Caligula and Agrip- 


ptna. 

O.X.. CASBAKKB. 

CaiuB et Lucius Cfosares. On a 


silver coin of Augustus. 

CONOORDU. RXBRC1TWM. 

On a gold coin of Nerva. 

CONOORDIAB. AVOVSTOR. 

On a gold coin of Marcus Aurelius. 

OONSTANTUB. AVOVBTI. 

On gold coins of Antonia and 


Claudius. 

DS. BftlTANN. 

On a gold coin of Claudius, struck in 


I commomorstion of the conquest 
of Great Britain. 


DR. OERM. 

DR. OBRMANIS. 

SOVKSTBR. ORDO. PRINdPI. IVTIXT. 
EX. B.C. 

XZ. B.o. OB. CITXB. 8BBEATOS. 
HXBCTU. KORAN. ATO. 
XVPEITBB. OON8ERVATOB. 


On a silver coin of Nero DruBus. 
Tlie legend refers to the victory 
over the Uerutons. 

On gold and silver coins of Nero 
DruauB. 

On a gold coin of Nero. 

£z Sonatua Gonsulto. On gold coins 
of ClaudiuB and Nero. 

On a gold coin of Claudius. 

On a gold coin of Oommodus. 

On a gold coin of Bomitian. 
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Le^nd*. 

Beaitfkc. 

LAETITIA. OOe. lU. 

On a gold coin of Antoninus Pius. 

UB. A70. 

Libemlitas Augusti. On a gold coin 
of CommoduB. 

LTD. SAKJ. FEC. COS, Xm. 

Lndos Bseculares fecit Consul XIll. 
On a gold coin of Bomititm. 

OPTXMO. PBINC. 

On a gold coin of Trajan. 

PACT. AVOTBTAB. 

On a gold coin of Claudius. 

SAOERO. OOOPT. IN. OMN. 

CONL. 8VPJLA. NVIC. 

Sacerdos cooptatus in omni collegii 
supra uumerum. On a gold coin 
of Mero Brusus. 

BEC^BITATr. rERPSTTAS. 

On a gold coin of Caracalla. 

B-P.a.R. OPTIMO. P&IKO. 

COB. V. P.P. 

On a gold coin of Trajan. 

8 .P.Q.B. P.P. OB. C.8. 

On a gold coin of Claudiua 

YOTA. SQL* PECEXK* 

1 

Vota soluta decennalia. On a gold 
coin of Antoninus Pius. 









n-mDO-PORTUGUESE COINS. 





INDO-PORTUGUESE COINS. 


Th^ KUtoiy of tho ooinage for iho Foritigueoe posseesionB in India, 
from tlie foundation of the Goa mint in 1510 \>y Afonso d’Alboquorquo 
down to tho present time, has boon fully dealt with W Mr. J. Gerson 
Da Cunha in his admirablo ‘ Contributions to the Study of Indo* 
Portuguese Numismatios/* to which I would refer tho reader who is 
iutorested in the subject, and to which I am indebted for the description 
of the coins. 

The present catalogue contains only a description of tho ooins which 
are oontainod in the oolloction of tlie Madras Museum, and, to any ono 
familiar with the history of tho Indo-Portuguese coinage, it will he at 
once evident that the oolleotion is very deloient in the ooins struck 
prior to the latter half of tho last century, and my efforts to iniprovo 
it in this respect have proved fruitless; out this is not to bo wondered 
at, for Mr. Da Cunha says : " The subject of the Portuguese coinage iu 
India is involved in much obscurity. Money was first minted at Goa 
in 1510 A.D., only 370 years ago; out its history is more ve^ie and 
undefined than that of either the Greek or Roman coinage. The issue 
of ooins by the viceroys, and often by tho officers of tho mint, without 
any intervention on the part of tho viceroys or govemors-general, was 
conducted in the most unsystematic, not to say capricious, fashion. The 
coins not seldom bore impresses, effigies, and legends, which had no 
connection whatever with the reigning monarchs of the period when 
they wore issued. Some of thorn were still minted long after a new 
currency with crowned or profile busts of kings was introduced. Again, 
some of these latter coins were struck years after the kings whoso busts 
they boro had ceased to live. These whimsical variations both in types 
and in the standard of money are in themselves enough to cause no 
little confusion in tho study of Indo>Portu^ese numismatics. Rut 
these difficulties are increased tenfold by an absolute w*ant of examples 
of the early periods of the Portuguese rule in India, their place being 
but ineffioiontly supplied by somo written reports and private memoirs. 
The ooins of tho xnth, xviith, and xviii^ oenturiee are not ouly 
scarce, but even tho written documents relating to them are rare or 
deficient.” 

Silver and copper ooins struck in Portugueeo India oeosed to be legal 
tender in British India in 1893. 


’ Eilaeatioa Sov-ittv’s Pret*, B.rooUa, nuiaUiy, 1830. 
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CATALOGUE 

OP 

INDO-PORTCIGTJESE COINS IN THE MADEAS 
MUSEUM. 


No. 

1 

MeU). 

Obr. 

B«t. 



KING D. JOAO V. 



1706-1750. 


! 

Bupu. 

1748. 

1 

Ar* 

1 

Bust of the king* r. with the 
legend JoA 2 ^^'S 8 . T.m.p. The 
dete 1748 in the exergue. 

1 CoatK>f-anns of PortugaL 



KING D. JOSl:i. 



I7eO-1777. 



Mbio Pabdao. 1758. 

2 


Bnst of the king r. with the 
legend 10 zepb. 1&.p. The 
date 1758 in the exergue. 

» 



Kbia Tanga, nxx. 

21 

tt 

Bust of the king r. The 
date 17 m ia the exergue. 

Crown with 30 (the ralue of 
the coin in reia) below. 

[Dft Conhs, pL ni. 7.] 


1 

S.ThohA 1766. 

3 

, An. 

Coat>of-arms of Portugal. 

Cross of 6t. Thomas in the 
field, having at its upper 
angles 2—x, and the date 
1766 in the lowerooea. 






Ao. Coat-of-arms of Portugal. Cross of the Order of Christ, 

having in the asglee the 
date 1768. 

[D» Oaab», pL m, 11.] 


12 Beis. 1769. 

Tg. Coat<ot*arm8 of Portugal The nuxuera! xii with the 
betweea Oie letters ▲. date 1769 below it, all 

within a wreath. 

CDa Coiih*. pi. Tii, 10.] 


6Bbis. 1769. 



„ bat numeral vi. 


4 Beis. 1769. 


but numeral rr. 


TAwaa. 1774. 

Ao. Coat-of-ai-ms of Portagal. Takoa in the field, surrounded 

by a laurel wreath, and 
having on the top a star. 

[Dft OonhA, ^ Tji, 8.] 

Mrio Takoa. 1774. 

„ ,, 0 . between two stars in the 

fi'-M, having SO b. above, 
and tho date 1774 below: 
all encircled by a laurel 
crown. 

[Da Goaht, pi. vn, 9.] 


20 Bbib. 1774. 


,, but 20 B. 


10 Bsis. 1774. 


12 


but 10 B. 
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Ko. 

Heeal. 

Obr. 

Bat. 

13 

Ar. 

1 

Pabdao. 1776. 

Bust of the kin^ r: 1776 I 0oftt*of>arm8 of Portugal, 
behind: pabdao in front. } 

131 

Tg. 

1777. 

Ooat-of-ann» of Portugal. | Cross of Christ, and date 1777. 



Rutia, 

, 1777. 

H 

At* 

1 

Bust of the Icing r: 1777 
behind : utpla in front. 

Coat-of-arms of Portugal. 

[DsCaaha, pi. tii, i.] 



D. MARIA I. 



1777- 

•1799. 



Mnio PABDAO. 1782. 

IS 

tt 

Laureate busts of the queen 
and her husband (D. Pedro 
Ill), r: ooA behind: ISO R 
inlront: 1782 in ezei^e. 

>« 



Rupia. 

, 1786. 

16 

1 

ft 

Laureate busts of the queen 
and her husband: ooa 
behind: btpia in front: 
1786 in exergue. 

>1 



Fabdao. 1786. 

17 

>> 

Laureate busts of the queen 
and her husband: ooa 
behind : pabdao in front: 
1786 in exergue. 

it 



S.TaoMi. 1792. 

18 

An. 

Coat-of-arma of Portugal. 

The cross of St. Thomss, 
having at its upper 
angles 12—z, and at its 
lower angles the dste 
1792. 



Rvpia. 

1793. 

19 

Ar. 

Bust of the queen mth 
widow’s cap: ooa behind: 
BVpTA in front: 1793 in 
exergue. 

Coat-of-arms of Portugal. 







K»&Tt70UESB 001K8. 



D. JOAO VI. 

Bzoeht FEOif 1799-1818. 

Kino feox 1818-1826. 

Cross of Christ, and dato 1 Coat-of-anns of Portujfal, and 
1799. I letters D—1>. (Din). 

Rufia. 1813. 

Bust of the regent laureate I Cost-of-arms of Portugal. 


Pardao. 1818. 


Bust of the King laureate r: 
OOA behind: fardao in 
front: 1818 in exergue. 


Paroao. 1820. 

but 1820. Coat-of«annB of the United 
Kingdom the arms of 
Portugal with the sphere 
of Brazil). 


D. PEDRO IV. 

1826-1828. 

Tanoa. 

Goat-of<arm8 of Portugal. af. (Asia Portuguese), within 

a laurel wreath, and t. 
below it. 

[Ds Conba, pi. nil, 9.] 


Usio Tanoa. 

i „ with the 
addition of ^ between the 
letters af. and t. 


Bofia. 1828. 

Bust of the king r : ooa be* Coat-of-arms of the United 
hind: bvpia in front: 1828 Kingdom, 
in exergue. 
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Ko. 

UeUL 

ObT. 

Ho?. 



1828. 

27-1 

Tg. 

OoatH>f-arm8 of Portugal 1 
and letters i>.x>. (Diu). | 

Cross of Christ, and date 
1828. 


1 

D. MAEIA n.' 



1834- 

1853. 



Hurzs. 1833. 

28 

At. 

„ but 1833. 




Paboao 

1. 1833. 

29 

>> 

Bust of Pedro iv. lauresto r: 
OOA behind: rASOXo in 
front: 1833 in exergue. 

»* 



Pabdao. 1839. 

30 

1 

»» 

Bust of the queen 1. and 
legend pabdao. pz. ooa. 
1839 in exergue. 

Coat-of-arms of Fortngal 
surrounded by a laurel 
wreath. 



Evpu. 

1840. 

31 

tt 

Bust of the queen 1. and 
legend rtpia. pz. ooa. 1840 
in exergue. ' 

i 



Taxoa. 1840. 

32 

Ae. 

Coat-of-omis of Portugal be¬ 
tween two laurel branches; 
1840 in exergue. 

80 B. within a laurel wreath. 

£D« Cuaho, pL iz. 1.] 

33 

» 

»> 




Mbia Taxoa- 1840. 

34 

»» 


„ but 30 a. 

35 

»* 




« “Thli diitmjfuiiheil prince (D. Pedro IV) .bdiroted Ihe cpowb on beh^f of hU 
d.nghter%. MnS on thTsnd^f M.y 1826, which nb^c^ion 

2Dd*of Man h 1R2«. He then doeUwd ^meelf of the ki^om ootheSrdof 

Merch 1832.** De Cnnhe, iedo-Porinjam NawimafK#, Bombey, IBW. 

8 



68 


FOBTUOTTSSB OOiyS. 



16 Bzis. 1843. 

Ooftt^f*anii8 of Portugal 15 b—d. within a beaded 
within flowery embellieh* circle, 
menta: 1843 in exergue. 


Bufza. 1845. 

Bust of the queen diademed BuriA.. within a laurel 
1. and legend uasja . n. pob> wreath. 

TOO. BT. AnOABB. BXOCTA: 

1845 in exergue. 


CDeOuBha, pL XX, 1]. 


Pabdao. 1845. 


Pabdao. within a laurel 
wreath. 


10 Exie. 1845. 


Coat>of-anne of Portugal: 
1845 in exei^e. 


Beis. 1845. 


6 Bei8. 1845. 


4^ Bos. 1845. 


Fabdao. 1846. 


Bust of the Queen diademed r Paedao. within a laurel 
L and legend vabia n. por- wreath. 


TUa. BT AtOABB. REOZB’A 
1646 in exergue. 
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Ko. 

UetoL 

ObT. 




Msio Paadao. 1846. 

45 

At. 

Bust of the queen diademed 
1. and legend ma&u n. pon- 
Tuo. ST aloaub. kbqika: 
1846 in exergue. 

Meio p. within a laurel 
wreath. 



6 Bsis. 1848. 

46 

Ae. 

Ooat-of*arms of Portugal: 
1848 in exergue. 

1 6 E. 



8 Rbis. 1848. 

47 

It 

it 

1 



Hupia. I860. 

48 ' 

Ar. 

Bust of the queen diademed 

1 L and legend maria ii. por- 
TUO. XT. ALOAHB. &SOIXA: 
1850 in exergue. 

Coat-of-arms of Portugal: 
nupiA DX OOA in exergue. 

49 

it 

It 

It 



Pabdao. 1851. 

50 

tt 

,, but date 1851. 

1 Coat-of^arms of Portugal: 
PAJDAO DX OOA in sxergue. 



100 Reis. 1853. 

51 

it 

„ but date 1853. 

100 REIS, within a laurel 
wreath. 



D. PEDRO V. 



1858—1865. 



Meio Takoa. 1861. 

52 

Ae. 

Coat-of-anns of Portugal 
within two laurel branches: 
1854 in exergue. 

30 B. within a laurel wreath. 

53 1 

tt 


It 
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Ko. 


tfeuL 


Obr. 


B«v. 


54 


55 


66 


57 


66 


59 


60 


At. 


fiuFix. 1656. 


Head of t3ie yoxing king r. 
and legend PErans v. poa- 
TCO. BT ALOAAB. ESE : 1856 
in exergue. 


Htipix. OOA. within a laurel 
wreath. 


rDft Cunbik, pL (x. a3 


1857. 

hut date 1657. 


Pabdao. 1857. 


PAnnAV. OOA. within a laurel 
wreath. 


Meio Parcao. 1657. 


Msto. F. within a laurel 
wreath. 


Pasdao. 1860. 
hut date 1860. 


Pardau. ooa. within a laurel 
wreath. 


D. LUI2 1. 
1861—1889. 
Pardao. 1868. 


Bust of tho young king L 
and legend lcimticus i. 
TORTXrO. ET ALQARB. REX: 
1868 in exergue. 


Hgpia. 1669. 


but 1669. 


BuriA OOA. within a laurel 
wreath. 

tOs Cnnh», pi. irJEkl 


POBTUOUSSt COINS. 


61 








No. 

' Metal. 

1 

1 Obr. 

Ser. 



1 

Taxoa. 1871. 

61 

Ae. 

Coat-of-arzns of Portugal 

Tanoa 60 BSie. uritlim a 



and legend vtniA pobtuo : 

laurel wreath. 



1871 in exergue. 





[Da Cuabe, pi. ix, a] 

62 






If 

If 


1 

Meio Ta 

SOA. 1871. 

63 



^ Tanga 80 rbis. within a 




laurel wreath. 

64 

ij 

If 

II 



Qcartzu T 

ANOA. 1871. 

h 



^ Takoa 16 nzis. witliin a 




laiurel wreath. 

66 

»» 

II 

II 

I 


10 Bei8. 1871. 

67 



10 BRifl. within a laurel 




wreath. 

66 



11 



5 Bbib. 

1871. 

69 

If 

II 1 

1 ,, but 6 Bxia. 



3 £si8. 

1871. 

70 

1 

If 

II 1 

1 „ but 8 Bus. 
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Vo. UeteL Obr. 


S«T* 


Ectpia. 1681. 

71 Ar. Bast of the king r. end CoAt-of-arms of Portugal 
legend Lxmonons x. pob- with laurel branches, and 
TOO. BT. ALOAU. BXB: legend cmxA po&tuoubza 
1861 in exergue. oua bxtfza. 

n>s Oaxths. pL ix« in] 


Mbta Bupia. 1881 . 

72 „ „ I „ but MziA 

I RUFXA. 


73 I »i I tf I t$ 


Qoabto px Bxtpia. 1881. 

74 „ „ 1 „ but QOABTO 

DX BUPU. 


OOTATO SB BUPtA. 1681. 

76 H „ I „ but OOTATO 

I DB BUPIA. 


Qoabto dx Tavoa. 1881. 

Crown, and legend nn>iA pob- 

TUOOBZA QOABTO DX^TANOA. 


CD* Cosh*, p). ix. 10 .] 

it 


Bopxa. 1882. 

78 At. Bust of the king 1. and Coat>of.arms of Portugal 
legend LODOTicosi.POBToo. with laurel branches, ^d 

XT AiiOABB. BBS: 1882 in legend dtdia pobtoooxza 
exergue. oka bopu. 














CEYLON COINS. 


Thb ooinaee of the island of Ceylon^ both ancient and modern, has 
been alreaa^ fully dealt with in the Numismata Orientalia * W Mr. 
T. "VV. Bhys Davids, who gives the following list of the kings of Ceylon 
from 1163-12^96 A.D., those whose coins are extant being indioated 
by a star:— 

1. Par^krama Bdhu, 1153.* 

2. Vijaya Bdhu II, 1186, nephew of the last. 

3. Nt^anka Malla,* 1187, a prince of Kalinga. 

4. WikramaBdhn 11, 1106, brother of Nissanka Malla. 

5. Coilaganga,* 1196, nephew of Nissanka Malla. 

6. Lfldwati (queen),* 1107, widow of Pardkranxa Bdhu. 

7. Sdhasa Malla,* 1200, brother (?) of Kissanka Malla. 

8. Kalydnawats (queen), 1202, widow of N^tsanka Malla. 

9. Dhanndoka,* 1208. 

10. Lildwati (restored), 1209. 

11. Pd^di Pardkrama Bdhu 1211, Malabar usurper. 

12 . Mdgha 1214, a Kdlingan prince. 

13. Douibadeuiya Wijaya Bdhu, 1235, founder of a new dynasty. 

14. Dambadeniya PaMkrama, 1250, son of the last king. 

15. Bosat Wijaya Bdhu, 1294, son of the last king. * 

16. Bhunaweica Bdhu,* 1296, brother of the last king. 

Of the coins of Nie^anka Malla and Codanga the Madras Museum 
contains no specimens, nor docs it contain specimens of the copper half 
maMa of Parakroma Bdhu. The coinage of that monarch is, uowever, 
well represented in the museum oolleotion by specimens of the gold lAn* 
keewam; copper lion coin, of which a specimen was recently found at 
Kilakarai on the coast of the Madura district; copper massa and quarter 
mataa ; and a eojmer coin similar in every respect to the gold Lanke?- 
wara, found at Kilakarai, to the existence of which type no reference 
is made by Mr. Khys Davids. I have also seen a specimen of the 
latter coin in the collection of the Bev. J. Traoy. 

Following the same course as that adopted by Mr. Bbys Davids, X 
have placed the gold Tnmraki and Iraka coins with the Ceylon 

ooins, though, os that authority says, “ their classification is, at present, 
quite unoe^in, and it is doubtful whether some of them belong to 
Ceylon at all.’* As regards the Traka coin, which is named hum the 
word Iraka (P ) on the reverse, Mr. Bhys Davids suggests that the word 
may possibly be Haraka or Darala. Of iMs com, Captain Tufuell 
says:—* “ It bears the word * Imha,’ a Prakrit form oi the Sanskrit 
word * Bakshasa ’ (demon), above which is what may be the lotus, or 
TOssibly the oonoh shell of Vishnu, and it is not improbable that the 
Gholos of the 12th and 13th centuries were followers of that deity.** 
Further, Sir Walter Elliot says Gold fanams with the Ceylon 


^ On AnfUnt C»uu an<i Mtaturtt ef InternationalHomicmata Orieotelia. 

* Madnto y«wnMl a/ litem^ura an«l 

* Nmnitmata Oritntalia, 1886. Ooina of Sonthani India, p. 188. 
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tjpe on the obverse, and an indisilnot Nigari reverse, ore oooaaionally 
met with. I received from Tanjore two gold pieces, weighing about 8 

grains. The reverse has three old Ndgari lettere, whicn may be 

read iraka f or daraka throwing no light on their origin.... I was 
inclined, when 1 first obtained them, to assign them to the Uholas; 
ns they are irt>t infrequent in the island (Ceylon) their origin ie but 
doubtful.” 

I have emitted from the present catalogue, though the Madras 
Museum contains specimens, the large and small tetu bull coins, which 
are included by lir. Bhys Davids m his work. Those coins, which 
bear on the obverse the standing figure of a Bija with a weapon (?) 
in his right hand, and a trisdla and sceptre in front, and on the reverse 
the sacred b'lll Nandi with the emblems of the sun and moon above, 
and the legend Setu below, donbtless belong to Southern India, and 
are attributed by Sir Walter Elliot * to the Zamind&rs of Bamnid, and 
Sivaganga, the office of S^tupati or guardian of Adam’s bridge Wng 
one which, ** though olainjing a hi^ antiquity, appears to have been 
conferred or restored on the Zamind&r by Muttu Kiishnappa Niyak, 
the fatW of Timmala N&yak, of Madura. 

1 have also omitted the copper coins of the Chola dynasty of the 
same type (called by Six W. Elliot the Oeylon type) as the Lankeswara 
coin of Pa^krama Bihu, bearing on the obverse the standing figure 
of a BAja, and on the reverse the same figure in a sitting posture 
with the legend Rdja. These ooins, Mx. Bhys Davids say^ are 
the ooins uom whiob he believes the 'f^ole of the Ceylon series to 
be derived, and they must have been introduoed into Ceylon during 

invasion of the island by the Oholas, prior to the time of Pari* 
krama Bihu. 

The first sefilement of Enropeans, the Portuguese, in Ceylon 
took place in 1517, in which year Albergaria obtained permission 
the &Dg of Eott^ whose territory closely adjoined Colombo, to build 
a factory on the latter spot for purposes of tr^e. 

CoDoeming the arrival of the Portuguese off Colombo, Davy says: ® 
^ The natives, who first saw them, went to Cotta and informed the 
king that a new people was arrived, white and beautifully made, who 
wore iron ooats and iron caps, and drank blood and ate stones; who 
gave a gold coin for a fish or even a lime ,* and who had a kind of 
instrument that oonld produce thunder and lightning; and balls which, 
put into these instruments, would fiy many i^es, l^ak ramparts, and 
destroy forts.” 

**Tho appearance,” says Tennent,’ ” of the Portuguese in Ceylon 
at this critical period, served not only to check the career of the Moors, 
but to extinguish the independence of the native j>nnceB; and, looking 
to the facility with which the former had previously supers^ed the 
Halabars, and were fast acquiring an asoeudanoy over the Cinghalese 
chiefs, it is not an unreasonable oonjecture that, but for this timely 
appearance of a Christian power in the island, Ceylon, instead of a 


* Op. cit., p. 114. * Sir W. EUlot. op. rit.. p. 1S4. 

* Aeci'omt «f th4 Interior «/ Oryion and #/ it$ InKabitanla, with TruetU in that 

1 . 

* Ctyttn, Tol. I, p. 633, ISSO. 
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possession of the British orowiif might, at the present day, be a 
Mahometan kin^^om, under the rule of some Arabian adventurer.’* 
The oooupation by the Portugese was, however, the cause of constant 
dissension with the natives, and eventually an allianoe was formed 
between the native princes and the Dutch to expol the Portuguese, the 
conditions of tho treaty being made by Rajah oingha, who afterwards 
became sole king of tne interior, on ward one of the Dutoh ships ofF 
Battiooloa. 

In'his work on Ceylon* Bertoloooi says;—“Whatever was the 
ourrenoy of Ceylon during the government of the Portuguese, no vestigd 
now remains of it; and an investigation of that subject could throw no 
light upon ita present condition.” On this point 1^. Rhys Davids 
says:—“ Ko corns are known to have been struck by the Poitugueee in 
or for Ceylon. Knox says that of three sorts of coin in uee one 
was coined by the Portugals; the king's arms on one side and the 
image of a friar on the other, and by tho Chingulays called tangom 
massa. The value of one is nine-penoo English ; poddi tangom, or the 
small tangom, is half as much; but these were probably straok in 
Portugal, and not for use in Ceylon.” 

The last stronghold of the Portuguese in Ceylon, Jaffna, was given 
up in 1658, and the Dutoh oooupation continued rill 1796, in which 
year the island was ceded to the English. So far back as 1763 an 
embassy had been despatched hy tho <^ovemor of Madras to propose a 
treaty to Kirti Sri, tho king of Kandy, but no immediate result 
followed. Twenty years later Trinoomallee was occupied by a British 
force under Sir Hector Munro, but tho fort was surprised by a French 
fleet, and the British garrison transported i(f Madras. In 1705 an 
expedition, commanded by Colonel Stuari, landed at Trinoomallee, which 
capitulated in threo wccke. Later in the same year Calpentyn waa 
oooupied, and early in 1796 Nr^mbo and ColoroM were taken poescs- 
aion of, and a convention was signed, hy which Point de Guile, Mature, 
and the remaining foitified places were ceded to Great Britain. 

During the Dutch occupation large numbers of the coins of the 
Dutch East India Company, many bearing the monogram, t.o.o. 
found their way to the island, but these I shall deal with on a future 
occasion. As regards the European coins, whioh were struck specially 
for Ceylon, 1 cannot do better than quote in detail the obse^alions 
of Mr. Rhys Davids, who says:—“ The Dutch struck only a very few 
silver rix dollars, which are very rare, if not entirely extinct, and 
whioh I have never seen. A thick copper Hiuiver having on the obverse 
the monogram, v.o.c., the o and c written over the sides of the v, 
and in the open part of the v the letter c, perhaps for Colombo or 
Ceylon, is occasionally met with. On the reverse is the legend 1 riutrer, 
the numeral 1 being above the word tiuieer ('which oooupiee the centre 
of the field coin), and having four dots on each side of it. Below is the 
date, the dates in my oolleotion being 1784, 1785, 1786, 1789, 1791, 
1793, 1795. It is possible, however, that this c is only a mint mark, 
and that those coins, whose rough execution shows them to have been 
struck in the Dutoh East Indies (the monogram, v.o.c., stands for the 
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initial letten of Vereinigte Ostindiaolie Compapie, United East 
In^a Company) were not, after all, atraok in Ceylon. There are similar 
coins witK two apparently Tamil letters below the words stuiver, and 
with. T and o in the plooe of c. If these letters stand for Trinkomalei 
and 0aUc, then one would expect Cinghalese letters, but they look like 
the Tamil letters x. l. for llankei, the Tamil form of Lanki, that is, 
Ceylon. 

** The English have issued four types of coins besides the present 
one. Type 1, which is thick and coarsely executed, has on the 9 bver 8 e 
an elephant, below which is the date; on the reverse the words CcTTiOV 
GovBaNMEST round a oirole, within which is the value of the coin. Of 
this type there are three thick silver pieces (very rare) of the value 
of 96, 48, and 24 stuivers (4 of which = 1 fanam), weighing 280, 140, 
and 70 grains, respectively. The 48 stuiver piece is equal to the riz 
dollar, and the throe thick copper pieces of this type are, respectively, 
worth 1 ^, and value. These copper coins weigh 60 

stuivers to the pound, and are now difficult to prooiire. 

Of this t^pe, specimens of tho following years, without letters, are 
in Tuy colleotion, and those of the years marked (s.m.), are added 
from the British museum colleotion :— 

Silver, 96 Stuivers, 1808 (b.v.), 1909 (b.m.). 

1803 (S.M.), 1804 (D.M.), 1808, 1809 (b.k.). 
1803, 1604 (B.M.), 1808 (b.m.). 

1803 (B.M.), 1804, 1805 (b.m.), 1811 (b.U.), 
1814, 1815. 

1801, 1802, 1803, 1805 (b.m.), 1811, 1812 
(b.m.), 1813 (b.m.), 1814, 1815, 1816. 

1801, 1802, 1803 (b.m.), 1809, 1811 (b.x.), 
1812, 1813, 1814, 1815, 1817. 

Of Type 2 one issue was made, in copper, in 1802, of stuivers, half 
stuivers, and quarter stuivers; they ore tltiu, like modem coins, and 
well executed, weighing 36 stuivers to 1 lb., obverse and reverse as on 
tho last type. The British museum has specimens of this type, dated 
1804, but it is not oerlain whether they were ever in circulation. 

** Of type 3 also one issue was made, in 1816, of two>stuivcr, stuiver, 
and half stuiver pieces in copper, aud one issue of rix dollars in silver 
in 1821. Obverse of the copper, head of George iii to right, with 
legend osonoius. iii. d.o. britanntarum. rhx. : of the silver, head of 
Geo. IV. to left, with legend oborqius. jv. d.o. bbitax.marvm. bbx. 
F.D. Beverse of the oopper, an elephant to left; above the legend, 
Ceylon two sfirerj, one sfiVrr, or one-half sftrer, with the date below. 
The silver the same, bat the legend ia Ceylon one rix dollar^ and round 
the elephant a wreath of flowers. The coins of this type are still 
oooasionally met with in the bazdrs, but the half stuiver is very difficult 
to get. Both this and the last issue were struck in England. 

“ Lutly, fanam pieces of two kinds were struck in surer. The first, 
which is veiy rare, and was issued about 1820, has simply round a 
email oirole with a dot in its centre panau on one side and token on 
the other of a silver coin less than 4 of an inch in diameter, and without 
date. The work-people, who built Baddegama church, the oldest 
English church in Oeylon, are said to have been paid in this coin, 
whioh is xoughly executed. The other, which is half an inch in 
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dumeter, bas on tie obverse tie buafc of Victoria nuTOunded by the 
legend victoria, o.o. britanniab. bbuina. f.d, and on the reverse the 
figures and the date 1842, surmounted by a crown and surrounded 
by a wreath. This little coin, seldom met with in Ceylon, is beauti> 
fully executed, and was struck in England i whilst the /anam tokens 
were struck in Ceylon. 

** There is, in the British Museum, one silver specimen of another 
type, but whether thia is a proof of an unpublished coin, or a specimen 
of a coin in actual circulatioD, I have been unable to ascertain. It has 
on the obverse the words two rix dollars in a square tablet sur- 
.mounted by a crown; above it, Ceylon; below it on a scroll, dibu st 
MON DROIT, and below that again the word correkct ; on the reverse 
an elephant to the left, and below it the date 1812.*' 

As regards the little coin mentioned above, with the figures and 
the date 1842, Captain TufnoU says:* “The description so exactly 
ooiTes]tonds with that of the of the * Maunday' money, that I 
cannot but think that the specimens alluded to belong to that series, or 
to an issue of this silver piece, still to a certain extent in circulation in 
Malta as a fraction of 8^, which sum appears to be the most usual 
charge for all small oommodities and semoes in Valetta.’^ 


' Madras Joum. Lit. and Seisnes , 1868, p. 187. 
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pabAkrama bIht;. 

n5»-lI86AJ>. 
Li5 SK$WABA OoLir Cois. 


Aa. Standing figure r; dhoti in 
folds on each aide of, and 
between the legs; conical 
hat on head; in the r. i 
hand a weapon, and to h 
of this a Boeptre (?); in L 
hand a lotna flower. The 
figure etanda on a snake 
aith a small hole in the 
oentre. To 1. below 1. 
arm are five dots, and a 
lotus flower. 


The same figure as on tha 
obverse seated, and holding 
lotus flower in 1. hand ; a 
grating below L leg on the 
L side of the figure in¬ 
scription 

Zanigfifiara. 


L&KZE9WAna Coppxr Coin. 


Comn Massa. 

Standing figure holding Seated figure and inscription, 
weapon In r. hand; below 

to r. lotus flower and five Parihrama Bdhu. 

dota 


CoppZR QuAtTss Massa. 


6*1 


II 


II 
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ITo. 

B 

Obr. 

Rev. 



CktFPSB Lion Oonv. 

6 

Ae. 

Standing figure holding 
weapon in r. hand, ana 
lotus flower in L A lion 
sitting r. with mouth open, 
and exposing the teeth in 
the upper jaw. 

Seated figure and ioseripdoa 
^ri J^ardirama BUm. 

7 


ft 

ff 



TIJAYA bAhU. 



1186-1187 A.D. 

6 


Standing figure holding 
weapon in r hand; below 
to r. lotus flower and dots. 

Seated figure and inscriptioa 
Vyaya £4hu. 

9 

y> 

tf 

1 » 



Gold Fajiaic. 

9-1 

Au. 

>r 

1 Fyaya Bdhu. 



liLAVATL 

1 


1197-1200 AD. 

10 

Aa. 

ft 

1 Seated figure and inscripfloa 

1 Rija LiUtati^ 



SiUAJBA MaTJA. 



1200-1202 AD. 

11 

ft 

Standing figure holding 
weapon in r hand; below to 
r. lotus flower and dots. 

Seated figure and in8cripti(» 
Mat. Siham. Malia, 

12 

H 


j 



DHARMA$OKA 



1208-1209 AD. 

13 

>• 

Standing figure holding 
weapon in r. hand; below 
to r. lotus fiower and dots. 

Seated fig^ and inacriptioB 
Bharmptdfoia iWe. 
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Ko. 

UetnI. 

Obr. 

Bev. 



TlTTTTVANATirA TiAHH 



1296 A.D. 

14 

Ae. 

Standiog figure liolding 
weapon in r. hand; below 
to r. lotue fiower and dote. 

Seated figure and inscription 
^ri. £huvatuika Bdhu. 



Oozj> XxULsmci Coor. 

IS 

Au. 

Standing figure, with or> 
nament above r. arm, and 
trident below L arm. 

Inscription Ijtktkmi [w<th 
symbol of lotus (f) above. 



Gold TajcbazI Godt. 

151 

tt 

1 

i» j 

I Inscription TamraH with 

1 8> m^l of lotus (?) above. 

1 


Gold Ikaka Con. 

16 

” I 

Standing figure with weapon 
in r. hand, and lotue flower 
in 1.; trident below L arm. 

Inscription /rols (?) with 
symbol of lutua flower (?) 
and a stroke and dot above. 

17 

tt 

>» 


18 

(t 

i 

The same inscription, with 
a circle and two dots above. 



SiLTSB Hook Monst.^ 

19 

Ar. 

Bar of silver bent into a hook, with a mark stamped upon 
it. 



Biltzb XiANza Mokzt. 

20 

>* 

Bar of silver bent so as to be slipped into the belt, with an 
Axabio inecription on both sides. 



Botch 1789. 

201 

Ae. 

v.o.o. w‘th the letter o. in 
open pa t of the y, and 
aT. below. 

Bate 1789, and legend 

(IL).* 


' For not« on racooF tt« Bb^o op. oit., pp. 99-8S. 

* ** For Tnt^ forn of Lnok*, Cejloii'’ Bbjs DuTidt. 
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No. 


1 ObT. 

B«r. 



E0HOPEAH COIKAGE. 

1 


Duicu 1 90. 

21 

Ae. 

T.o.o. with the letter t. in 
open part of the r. 

1 I ST. 1790. 



Dutch 1795. 

22 

»» 

T.O.O., with the letter o. in 
open part of the v. 

I STUXYXB, 1795. 

221 

»• 

» 1 

II 


1 

British. 

23 

It 

czTLOH oovRRjonssT Toun<l a 
circle, within whioh is the 
number 12. 

Elephant L with 1801 below. 

24 

tt 

CXTLOK OOTERiOIBXT TOlind a : 
circle, within which is the 1 
number 48. 

Elephant h with 1802 below. 

25 

It 

II 

»» 

26 

If 

,, but 96. 

If 

27 

ff 

tt but 192. 

II 

27* 1 

1 

„ but 48. 

t, but 1803. 

28 

Ar. 

CEYiiOH aoTWKNUEXT round a 
circle^ within which is the 
value of the coin 24 sT. 

Elephant 1. with 1805 below. 

29 

II 

tf but 48 8T. 

„ but 1808. 

SO 

1 »» 

Same as No. 28. 

„ but 1809. 

80-1 

»» 

II 

Elephant r. with 1811 below. 

81 

11 

CKTIOH OOVEKXVEKT rOUSd S 
drole, within which is the 
number 24. 

Elephant h with 1815 below. 

82 

II 

11 

11 

33 

II 

OBOBOius m. n. o. Britak* 
KiARUH REX. Bust of the 
king r. 

; Elephant 1. with inscription 

CEYX.OK TWO friTEBS aooTei 

and 1815 below. 
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Xo. 

U«U1. 

ObT. 

Her. 



EUROPEAN OOINAGE-wa/ieiwrf. 

34 

Ae. 

oEOBorrs m. d. o. Britait- 
VIARDIC RXX. Bu$t of Uae 
king r. 

Elepkont 1. with inacriptioii 
OBYtOK TWO snvxas a^TOr 
and 1815 below. 

35 

18 


„ but oiTB enTEB. 

36 

88 


n but EAXP anyBa« 



SiLTsa Fanam Tomr. 

87 

Ar. 

VAiTAJf ronnd a circle vitk a | 
dot in centre. 

TORBir round a cdrole with a 
dot in centre. 

38 

tt 

M 

II 



8iz.v£b Rtx Dollas. 

39 

ir 

oKOBonre IT o. a. britax- 

KXAB. REX. Buiit of tho 

. king 1. 

Elephant L with cbtlor orb 
aiz dollar above, floral 
wreath and date 1821 
below. 

40 

Ae. 

TiOTOBiA QcxBir. Blut of the 
queen t. 

CBTLOR FITS CSKTS 1870 rCUud 
a oirole, within which is a 
pslm tree, and the value 
of the coin—5 cents—in 
Tamil and Cinghaleae. 

41 

i» 

» 

It 

42 i 

t$ 

ft 

OSTLOK ONE OBRT 1870 rouud 
a circle, within which is a 
pulm t^, and the value 
of the coin—1 cent—in 
Tamil and Ginghalese. 

43 

tt 

1 »* 

II 

44 

tt 

» 

1 

OBTLOR HALF CERT 1870 TOUnd 
a circle, within which is a 
palm tree, and the value 
of the Odin —4 cent—in 
Tamil and Cinghalese. 

45 

tt 

i 

$» 

t 

CETLOR QUARTER CERT 1870 
round a circle, within which 
is a palm tree, and the 
value of the coin—j cent-~ 
in Tamil and Cioghalese. 
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No. 


Uotol. 


Obr. 


Bor. 


46 

47 

48 

49 
60 

61 

62 

63 

64 

55 

56 

67 


EmtOFEAN OOlSAOE-continu^. 


At. 


TICrOBIA D.O. BRITANinAS. 
BEOIBA.. F. D. Bust of the 
queen 1. 


I* 

Defaced. 


TIOTO&IA QtrZEV. 

queen 1. 


BiXF FASTBmo with crown 
above and 1843 and roeor 
shamrock, and tbiatlA 
below. 


but arAHTsa fab- 
7BIS0. 1863. 


Bust of the I CZTL 02 V. 50 oxim. 1862. Palm 
tree, and value of the coin 
in Tamil and Cinghaleae. 

„ but 1893. 

cmoK. 26 cnris 1892. Palm 
tree, end valoe of the coin 
in Tamil and Cinghaleae. 

„ but 1863. 

osnoir. 10 c ii rr s 1863. Palm 
tree, and value of the coin 
in Tamil and Cinghaleae. 

.. but 1893. 


TATBAB & 00. OOLOICBO GZT- 
noN. 


Tomr. 

BvnniTwBLLB imia. 
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